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W E L C O M E
Message from District Governor Paul Frostick

Our District Conference is from 21st to 23rd October 
at The Welcome Centre at the Congress in Eastbourne. 

This will be a great opportunity for us all to get 
together after the success of last year’s Conference. 
There are some excellent speakers this year, as well 
as a varied programme of entertainment for the 
Friday night. 

We know that many leave it late to book their places. 
That is fine, but it gives the Conference Committee a 
nightmare in trying to plan for the numbers who will 
be attending. 

If you do plan to attend, I would encourage you to 
place your reservation as soon as possible. It will also 
mean we can allocate your club to sit together for the 

Bexhill Rotary Club welcomed Rebecca Futrall and 
Leah Norman from St. Michael’s Hospice to their 
meeting.

Rebecca, who as Fundraising Manager has been with 
the hospice for two and a half years, and has been in 
the charity sector for 20 years, gave a passionate and 
inspired talk about the wide range of services that 
St. Michael’s

It was opened by the Duchess of Kent on 24th April 
1987 and is committed to providing high quality, 
responsive palliative person-centred care and bereave-
ment support, and working collaboratively with others 
to improve end of life care for all.

Rebecca said that the hospice is there to support every-
body who accesses their services, and the charity has a 
package that can be tailored to individual needs. 

The clinical team, and all who work with the hospice, 
consider what they do is a privilege. Rebecca told a true 
story to illustrate vividly how the hospice looks after 
patients.

Rebecca finished her talk by saying that the hospice 

St. Michael’s Hospice 
visits Bexhill Rotary Club

has to raise £14,400 every day to provide its services. 
The NHS funds one third of the running costs through 
grants plus £1.6 million comes from Legacies. 

Saturday evening. 

You can book 
online. I look 
forward to meeting 
many of you at 
the Conference. 
It may also be 
the last District 
Conference as a 
District as there 
are plans to hold 
a joint conference 
next year with two 
other Districts. 

Yours in Rotary 
DG Paul

Pictured: President of Bexhill Rotary Club Perry Pudd-
efoot flanked by Leah Norman (left) and Rebecca Futrall 
(right) from St. Michaels Hospice.



It once again teamed up with SASBAH - 
The Sussex Association for Spina Bifida and 
Hydrocephalus.

The charity’s CEO Rom Sanglaji - also a Rotarian - 
arranged the holiday in West Sussex for a total of 
58 people.

It was a much-needed three-day break for 
SASBAH members.

Di Hammond, Joint President of Eastbourne AM, 
visited the large group on the Saturday.

EASTBOURNE AM Rotary Club has 
staged its annual Breakaway weekend

She said: “It was amazing to see Breakaway in action. 
It means so much to these people to have a break, and 
what a great break it was.

“Rom had arranged some wonderful activities for them 
all, and we are most thankful to Rom and his team for 
making all this possible.”

Rom thanks the Rotarians for funding the holiday.



Rotary International, Great Britain and Ireland, and 
the Rotary Clubs of the London borough of Bromley 
have been helping Ukrainians in Ukraine and those 
displaced by the war which has raged since the start 
of the conflict in February. 

On 24th August, Ukraine’s Independence Day, Bromley’s 
Rotary Clubs led by Assistant Governor Christine Atkinson 
held a Family Day in the grounds of The Warren in Hayes, 
in conjunction with Cllr Hannah Gray, Mayor of Bromley. 
One of the casualties of war is happiness, and the 
event aimed to bring Ukrainian families together to be 
entertained and to feel valued by the local community. 

On a hot day with the drought still bleaching the grass, 
Rotary Club members came in their cars and vans, bringing 
marquees, tables, and all sorts of paraphernalia to the 
event, and once unloaded acting as teams, or being 
ordered by yet more Rotarians or Rachelle from Lollipop 
Events, who was kindly helping out, were organised into 
various supporting roles and marshalling other attendees. 
A special thanks to Carol Wells of Ravensbourne RC for all 
her hard work and immaculate planning board, bringing 
skills arranging school fetes from her past profession as 
a teacher.

Then the day unfolded. Numerous Ukrainians of all ages 
turned out through the afternoon, and some hosted their 
own tables selling artwork and food and other items 
to raise money, while most enjoyed stands manned by 

Ukraine’s Independence Day

Rotarians from Beckenham, Chislehurst, Langley Park, 
Orpington, Ravensbourne, West Wickham and Bromley 
town centre together with Addiscombe & Shirley Rotarians.  
Children loved the book stall, the hook-a-duck, the Human 
Fruit Machine, country dancing, the strolling dinosaurs and 
enjoyed singing their own songs in Ukrainian. 

Solo guitarist and singer Mike Harris and one of the most 
versatile singers around, Paulo Freitas, provided the musical 
entertainment for the afternoon which was compared by 
Toastmaster Graham Beacom. The Mayor attended and 
soon Cllr Gray found herself being interviewed for ITV and 
Ukrainian ‘guests’ with their hosts and Rotary were seen 
on the ITV news that evening. As the day ended, staff from 
Bromley’s Copper Ceylon restaurant handed round portions 
of their ‘curry in a hurry’ meals to exhausted but happy 
Rotarians and other event helpers.

Fairlight Group and The Warren kindly sponsored the fun 
afternoon for our Ukrainian ‘guests’.

Fundraising is a massive part of what Rotary does, but 
for this afternoon, Rotary reminded people that it can 
also raise spirits. The challenge remains to keep doing 
that at least as much while the war continues, and in the 
aftermath to follow.

Ukraine Appeal is still activate and the link is:
https://www.peoplesfundraising.com/donation/
Rotary-Ukraine



A fine day heralded the 7.30am start of Channel 
Rotary’s fifth annual Triathlon, there were two 
main events:
• the Standard Olympic distance – 1500 metres swim 
off Sunny Sands beach followed by a 40 km Cycle ride 
in the Kent countryside, finishing with a 10 km run 
along the Folkestone sea front.
• Sprint version at half those distances. 
• Also for the first time this year a Mini Triathlon 
(‘GOTri’) was available for those wanting to try out the 
idea, and this was very popular. 

The transition from swim/run to bike took place on 
the East Cliff much to the interest of the early morning 
dog walkers with lovely views over the harbour and 
along the White Cliffs. Running an event like this under 
British Triathlon Federation rules is a major affair and 
needed nearly a hundred volunteer marshals, including 
a team of Kayaks from the Folkestone Rowing Club. 
All the entrants clearly had a very enjoyable day and 
were very complimentary about the organisation: 
“Really enjoyed the day,” “Very well organised,” 
“Great to have the encouragement of very helpful 
marshals,”“Will definitely come next year.”

British Triathlon always have a representative at these 
events and their assessment report gave either Good 
or Excellent on all measures. One comment stands out 
“Top marks for the sheer number of marshals and their 
enthusiasm, all who did a great job, which resulted in 
all the competitors completing their distances safely 
and without issues.”

Channel Rotary’s Triathlon 
raises £11,000 

It would not have been possible to run the event 
without extensive help from the sponsors
FAS Financial Advice & Services, the Roger de Hann 
Trust, Jenners Construction, Kent County Council; 
Folkestone & Hythe District Council and Folkestone 
Town Council.  Net Timing were once again invaluable 
in providing the technical support which allowed all 
the entrants to get their detailed times by section.

This event means that Channel Rotary have raised over 
£50,000 in the last twelve months to help those in 
need and hardship in the Folkestone area.

For further information:  Joe Sullivan (Channel Rotary)
07740284236  joe.sullivan@channelrotary.org.uk

The photographs show Alan Myers President Channel Rotary 
with Olympic Standard Men 1st Toby Raine, 2nd Justin 
Horsfall Turner, 3rd Alastair Swift



It is always a great pleasure to welcome a new 
member to our club and so we were delighted 
when Ron Dale contacted us and mentioned that 
he might be interested in joining.  He has already 
shown that he is just the sort of person we are 
always on the lookout for having volunteered 
both himself and his wife (without her knowing) 
to help out with our Coconut Shy at The Day of 
Syn on Bank Holiday Monday and our annual 
sleigh runs in November and December.

Ron currently works part-time as a governance 
professional supporting the governing bodies of several 

Rotary Club of Romney Marsh 
welcomes a new member

schools in the Gravesham and Dover areas.  Outside 
of work, his main interests include playing golf (he 
is a member of Littlestone Warren Golf Club), 
watching most sports and supporting the local 
hospitality industry!

He was officially welcomed to the club by our 
President, Stephen Hagues, who presented him with 
his name badge and the Treasurer who presented 
him with an invoice for his first year’s membership!  

In a short acceptance speech he said “I am pleased to 
have been accepted as a member of the Rotary Club 
of Romney Marsh. My wife and I moved to Dymchurch 
nine years ago having previously spent many holidays 
in the area. Prior to moving here I was a member 
of the Rotary Club of Crayford for over 10 years. I 
decided it was time to rejoin Rotary as it provides a 
great opportunity to meet people, enjoy a good social 
life while enabling me to get involved with actively 
supporting the local community and other good 
causes.  I am looking forward to getting involved with 
the projects and activities of the Rotary Club.”

We are really pleased to welcome Ron as a new 
member and look forward to enjoying his company 
for many years to come and to his help and support 
of the club’s work in our local community.

Channel Rotary Club were very pleased to donate 
to a project in India. Two local doctors, Peter Le 
Feuvre and Sarah Montgomery recently spoke at the 
Club, describing their multifaceted career not only 
in UK General Practice but also training health care 
professionals in remote areas of the world. They 
have a particular interest in developing services in 
rural India. 

They identified that Padhar Hospital in India needs a 
microtome for histopathology work. Padhar is a small rural 
hospital in Madhyar Pradesh. It’s between Bhopal and 
Nagpur, and is the only facility for histopathology between 
the two cities. There is a substantial town called Betul 
nearby, and there isn’t one there. The Padhur Hospital 
receive a lot of work from outside their own hospital and 
they do a lot of cancer surgery themselves too. 

A microtome is an instrument that enables samples to be 
prepared for detailed microscopic examination. 

Channel Rotary were pleased to present a cheque for 
£500 as a substantial donation towards the purchase of 
the microtome which would improve diagnosis and cancer 
care in that remote area.

Channel Rotary donation to hospital in India

For further information:  Gary Calver (Channel Rotary)
07810414044  gary.calver@channelrotary.org.uk

The photograph shows Channel Rotary Immediate Past 
President Gary Calver presenting the cheque to Dr Sarah 
Montgomery
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As a supported lodgings 
provider, you could use your 
experience to help young 
people (16 to 21) to learn the 
practical skills they need to 
thrive and live independently. 

A safe home, full of kindness, 
guidance and patience can make 
a huge difference to a vulnerable 
young person’s future… could you 
offer this in your house?

You need a spare room and the life 
skills to enable you to help build 
the confidence of a young person 
so they can:

•  learn to cook, do housework basics 
and shop to a budget.

•  manage money and organise 
appointments.

•  get into training, work or education.

•  have conversations about 
relationships.

We need more supported lodgings 
providers in this area now and 
guarantee you a generous weekly 
allowance. We are with you every 
step of the way with a whole 
dedicated team for your training and 
support 24/7.

“How do I find out more?”
Give us a call for an informal chat 
or send in an enquiry form (details 
below). You can continue to work 
alongside your application and 
when you’re providing supported 
lodgings too. 

eastsussex.gov.uk/supportedlodgings
01424 726155
For all other types of fostering opportunities, visit 
eastsussex.gov.uk/ChooseEastSussexFostering

� @fosterforESCC
� @EastSussexCountyCouncilFosteringService

SUPPORTED lodgings is one of the many types of 
fostering offered with East Sussex County Council.    

By Karen Venditto 

Curious to see if 
you could provide 
supported lodgings?  

PROOF 2: 23-9-2022
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Deadline for the November edition is October 18 - email petelindsey30@hotmail.com

To advertise in the November issue of the magazine, email petelindsey30@hotmail.com
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The Rotary Club of Senlac’s Music by the Lake returned 
this year after a two-year Covid forced break. 

It was held in the Westfield Lane, St Leonards on Sea, 
garden of Rotarian Pat Connor, and the event was 
expanded to cover two days, August Bank Holiday 
Sunday and Monday. 

The first day was headlined by the renowned local jazz 
singer and pianist, Liane Carroll who was accompanied 
by her husband, Roger Carey. She entertained the 150 
audience with a large selection of songs and music in 
her inimitable manner. 

Monday was headlined by the ever popular group, The 
Rockitmen, who as they always do, hit the right beat 
for the 350-plus people there. 

University student, Sarah Freemen, charmed the 
audience with her voice and songs as the support 
artiste for both days. The club is very grateful to Sarah 
who refused any fees for taking part in the event. 

The weather held fair with many warm sunny periods 
and the audiences were able to enjoy their picnics as 
they listened. The event was superbly organised by 
Rotarian Marcia Bryant and her daughter, Hannah, 
while Marcia’s niece’s children and friends donated £50 
from selling home-made sweet cones.
Thanks to the 500 people who came along over the 
weekend, a massive £5,500 profit will go to Senlac 
Rotary’s funds for distribution to charities and good 
causes. The main recipients from this event’s proceeds 
will go to Dom’s Food Mission, about which Jo 
Kilmartin of the Mission spoke to the audience, and the 
club’s own charity the Yellowmen.

Music by the Lake 2022

Singer Sarah Freeman wowed the audience

Liane and Roger on set

The Rockitmen in action

BEXHILL Rotary Club welcomed two new members 
to their ranks.

Phil Johnson runs his own I.T. consultancy and he 
was introduced to the club by Past President John 
Cooper. Phil moved to Bexhill only a year ago from 
West Wickham.

Jenna Ward is a Senior Practitioner Social Worker 
Safeguarding Coordinator. 

She read about Bexhill Rotary Club on Facebook and 
has been following the club’s activities for a while. She 
moved to Bexhill in 2010 from Leicester where she had 
been studying.

Two new arrivals at Bexhill Rotary Club



Canterbury Rotarians enjoy a 
breath of fresh air in Reculver

MEMBERS of the Rotary Club of Canterbury and 
their guests enjoyed a literal breath of fresh air 
during a walk in the coastal village of Reculver, 
within sight of the famous Reculver Towers. 

The route took the walkers along the downs/cliffs 
looking out towards the sea, through a leafy wooded 
area, then down a slipway to the sea wall.

One of the benefits of being a Rotarian is that 
members have come from all sorts of backgrounds 

The group of walkers enjoying a short break.

A Bat & Trap challenge 
for Canterbury Rotarians
Canterbury Rotarians (from Canterbury, Canterbury 
Sunrise and Forest of Blean clubs) laid down the 
gauntlet and took on the Bat & Trap challenge.

“To say we were all skilful would be an overstatement,” 
laughed Peter Hermitage, one of the participants in the 
friendly contest. Nevertheless, some players showed 
determination to win. In the end the team from Forest 
of Blean proved to be the winners. Finally, all the teams 
enjoyed a tasty meal together.

No mis-steaks at Canterbury!
Well done to the volunteers from the Rotary Club of 
Canterbury who helped the League of Friends of the local 
Kent & Canterbury Hospital with their BBQ during the 
League’s Annual Summer Fair. 

The team raised £300 from the stall.

Two Rotarians find a bridge they 
had worked on.

Rotarians test out the 
bridge.

- and it was quite a delight for the walkers to come 
across a wooden bridge that two members, both 
engineers, had worked on. 

This led to all sorts of discussions about coastal erosion, 
breakwaters and groynes!

Finally, the group walked along the sea wall and back 
towards the local Inn where here they were joined by 
other guests and enjoyed a hearty meal!

A determined Rotarian 
from Canterbury takes 
his turn at batting.

Volunteers at the Rotary BBQ at the 
League of Friends Summer Fair.

A young visitor to the Fair 
shows off her painted face!

A hungry customer enjoys 
a freshly cooked burger.



themed news. There is a variety of volunteer presenters 
and mechanisms which allow it to continue 24 hours and 
also in case of technical or electrical failure.

The station offers free publicity for Rotary events and 
also hopes to raise funds for its running which, thanks to 
the generosity of volunteers, is only £3,000 a year. If you 
wish to listen in on the goings on at the station, go to 
www.rotaryradio.org.

· The accompanying picture shows (left to right) Steve 
Wood, John Robinson from Rotary Radio and Perry 
Puddefoot, President of Bexhill Rotary Club.

Ro t a r y  Ra d i o
Sittingbourne 
Rotarians Steve 
Wood and John 
Robinson came to 
a Bexhill Rotary 
Club meeting 

to give a very 
informative run-

down of Rotary Radio.

The idea of Rotary Radio started when Steve Wood, 
then President of Sittingbourne Invicta Rotary Club, 
presented a cheque to John Robinson who was running 
the local hospice radio. 

The germ of an idea of Rotary Radio was initiated and 
grew from there. Premises and equipment were found 
on the Isle of Sheppey and the very first broadcast was 
on 13th October 2018. It now runs 24 hours a day 7 
days a week, and there are listeners in 154 countries 
most of whom are non-Rotarians.

The aim of the station is to disseminate the good news 
of Rotary to as wide a number of people as possible, 
especially to the younger generation. Every hour there 
are 50 minutes of music and 10 minutes of Rotary 

It’s been a busy time for Folkestone Rotary Club with 
marshalling events, organising the half marathon and 
making many essential donations to good causes, 
especially during these challenging times.

The Folkestone Rotary club’s annual charity golf day - now 
in its sixth year at Sene Valley Golf Club - was on Thursday 
1st September.

Seventeen teams took part in a 18 hole “Texas Scramble” 
competition with the proceeds being presented to School 
Uniforms Project. School Uniforms - JustGiving 

President Ray Johnson said: “It was nice that the players 

clearly enjoyed the occasion with such good weather and 
a fun competition. Once again thanks again go to the 
organiser David Roseveare (also a keen golfer) and the 
many volunteers as well as the teams of course. 

“We raised a tremendous net £1,500 from the event 
which included a raffle.  We are equally delighted to 
support this to help those who need a helping hand 
practically during these financially difficult times.”

The club has been working with local schools and 
discovered that there are many families struggling to 
provide their children with school uniforms as well as PE 
kits, shoes and coats.

Folkestone Rotary Annual Charity Golf Day



A Zimbabwean medical student sponsored by 
Eastbourne rotarians has enjoyed six weeks’ of 
invaluable work experience in East Sussex.

Polite Mabhena is training to be a cardiothoracic 
surgeon, paid for and supported by the Rotary Club 
of  Eastbourne, and left Bulawayo in Zimbabwe for 
on-the-job training experience at both the DGH and 
Conquest hospitals. One of the social highlights of the 
trip for the budding one-time young footballer was a 
visit to Old Trafford to see Brighton’s early-season win 
over Manchester United.

Polite is pictured with club president, Graham 
Marsden, at a rotary dinner event to welcome him, 
held at the Eastbourne Royal Golf Club, and then with 
club secretary Paul Gietzen outside Old Trafford.

President
Pictured is new President Kim Hollis who took over 
from Therese Mahindrakar after her two years in office 
which terminated on 30th June

Young Writers Competition
Once again our Club will be encouraging local schools 
to take part in this annual competition. 

This is something we have done over the last few years 
with remarkable success.

Last year one of our schools produced the District 
Winner and again this year the District Winner for 
the 9 to 11 category was a pupil from St Pauls C o E 
Academy, Isla Sidwell. The attached picture shows Isla 
being presented with her prize by last year’s President 
Therese Mahindrakar. Runner up for that District prize 
was Rosie Painter from Ark Little Ridge Academy and 
the picture shows her receiving the award.

Ruben Pokrel was  runner up for the local award.

Emmaus Support
Last year’s Presidential charity was the above and we 
agreed to provide additional recreational area for the 
above charity’s location for homeless men.  Pictured are 
the students from East Sussex College who built the 
facilities with material we had provided.

St Leonards on Sea Rotary Club

Help to achieve 
medical goals

President Kim Hollis Rosie Painter

Ruben Pokrel

Isla Sidwell

Students from East Sussex College



 

MORE than 400 participants entered this year 
and lined up on the famous Folkestone Leas 
promenade for the start of the popular 17th 
half marathon.

Race Director Ray Johnson said: “This year’s race was 
a great success with perfect weather conditions and 
over 30 running club teams participating along with the 
popular children’s race.

“The event was certainly enjoyed by all. As ever, the 
encouraging marshals pulled the runners along to 
achieve many personal bests. 

“Heartiest congratulations to all the participants in the 
race and a special well done to both Marshall Smith 
Ashford AC as overall winner 1:09:33 and first female 
home Emily Nash Tunbridge Wells Harriers 1:32:01.

“I was pleased to see once again so many newcomers 
to the event from as far afield as Bedford. A few 
17-year-olds came on board and one runner at 75 who 
beat a few much younger!

“It is always a fantastic achievement for the runners 
to complete the course either as an elite runner or a 
new participant to a half marathons 13.1 miles and 
congratulations to all. 

“The race encourages participation, assist charities, 
attracts visitors to our district, and promote good 
health and wellbeing. In addition, a good outcome is 
to increase the profile of sport. It was so nice to see 
so many runners and spectators chilling in such nice 
weather. Thanks to you all that have assisted the event 
once again.

“This year we support The Folkestone Rotary Clubs 
giving where we support many local charities which will 
assist them greatly.”

17TH FOLKESTONE ROTARY HALF MARATHON
Sunday 25th September 2022

Winners Marshall Smith and Emily Nash

Chiidren winners Charlie Wood & Erin Collins

Help was received with sincere thanks from over 70 
marshals and assistants including Hythe, Channel, Deal 
& Folkestone Rotary Clubs, Nice Work, Folkestone 
Running Club and many local support volunteers 
including the Police Cadets.

Next year’s race will be Sunday 24th September 2023



As regular readers will know, the Rotary Club of 
Canterbury had its Centenary in February 2022. 
To mark this the club plans to “gift” the City of 
Canterbury a unique drinking water project: The 
Point. 

Here we talk to Rotarian Stephen Thompson, who leads 
the team behind the idea that combines something for 
the environment with something supporting the local 
community. They hope it will inspire others in the UK 
and around the world…and perhaps catalyse a global 
anti-single-use plastic bottle movement!

Rotary Club of Canterbury launches 
crowdfunding campaign in eco-initiative 

Stephen, immediate past president

So, what is the 
Point? The Point is an 
eye-catching column 
to be constructed 
in Canterbury that 
will provide drinking 
water via a water-
bottle filling station. 
We like to say that 
this innovative project 
is our “ecological 
statement”!

So, it’s a just a drinking water filling station 
- what’s so unique about that? Well, it’s much 
more than that. Anyone can install a simple drinking 
water filling point - but ours will be housed in a 
carved, stone column that fits in with our historic City, 
Canterbury. We hope this will become a new landmark 
in Canterbury, something locals and visitors will love. 
We’ve designed it with a unique feature that we hope 
will encourage people to take snaps to share on social 
media - adding a new point to the “must see” tourist 
maps of Canterbury, all while spreading the anti-single-
use plastic message!

How did you come up with the idea?: A past 
president of our club, the late Roger Bickerton, 
suggested the idea at a brainstorming session - he 
also remembered that before WWII there was a water 
trough in Canterbury’s Longmarket (which, much to his 
mother’s annoyance when he was a child, he used to 
play in when she was shopping!) The water trough was 
destroyed by the bombing during the war. We thought 
Roger’s idea was great: instead of a self-congratulatory 
memorial we would be giving the City that we have 
served for 100 years a wonderful, useful, long-lasting 
gift. No surprise, there was unanimous support for it 
from all those at the session.

Why do you think the idea is so good? It’s win-win, 
isn’t it? As you’ll see from our short video (https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=K2AHLahwEAM), 

Picture: Still from the What is the Point video. Picture credit: Rotary 

Club of Canterbury/Pixabay. 

The Point will…:
…help the environment: Did you know that over 1 
billion plastic bottles are used daily worldwide? Our 
unique drinking water project will help tackle this 
horrifying statistic. 

…reduce plastic waste: Nearly 8 million people 
visit Canterbury each year – but tourism leads to a 
staggering amount of single-use plastic bottles being 
discarded. THE POINT addresses this problem.

Pollution caused by plastic bottles 

…provide free water: Adults, children, people with 
disabilities, and the homeless all need an easy way to 
fill drinking water bottles. THE POINT will allow this.

…revitalise our community: It’s a one-of-a-kind 
structure – to be just a stone’s throw from Canterbury 
Cathedral. THE POINT will be a landmark that attracts 
visitors while sending out a powerful message to all – 
we do not need single-use plastic bottles!



We also want to encourage others around the world 
to do something similar through our Rotary network. 
The Point will be a big advertisement for Rotary, and 
hits three of Rotary’s seven areas of focus (Supporting 
the environment; Water, sanitation and hygiene; and 
Community economic development.)

OK, so you had an idea. What next? Then the 
hard work started! First, we had to get approval from 
our Club Council, and we also had to get planning 
permission from Canterbury City Council and support 
from other important bodies. Luckily, a former member 
of our club is a local architect, we knew who to 
approach at the council, and we have engineers on 
board who were all able to give their expert input! 
We’re really grateful to Canterbury City Council as they 
have been very supportive and are taking The Point on 
– covering the insurance, cleaning, maintenance etc. 

What about funding? Well yes, that was our next BIG 
hurdle. It seemed our project was unlikely to get Rotary 
funding, so we took a two-pronged approach - seek 
donations from our members, local businesses and 
individuals while also applying for a grant. We didn’t 
manage to get the latter as there were so many other 
applications in the post-covid era - but, fortunately, we 
were super successful with the other approach. We are 
now only £15,000 from our target, which is why we’ve 
launched our crowdfunder [see box]. We’re confident 
that many people, including Rotarians, will support us: 
a relatively small donation has the potential to be part 
of something big. And imagine coming to Canterbury, 
looking up at the column and saying to yourself “Wow, 
I helped build that”! 

Biggest challenge so far? Ha ha, there have been 
plenty! But of course, our biggest challenge has been 
the pandemic. Firstly, we had to change our plans 
big time - initially we’d planned a drinking water 
fountain, but we weren’t sure how receptive the public 
would be to that while the pandemic was ongoing. 
The pandemic also meant we couldn’t do any of 

the fundraising we might otherwise have done. Our 
club’s fundraising efforts have also focussed on other 
important issues as well as the pandemic - the war in 
Ukraine and the recent flooding in Pakistan being just 
two of many other causes we’ve been supporting.

Best bit? Getting the support from local individuals 
and groups - and getting planning permission too! 
It’s been lovely to have received so much positive 
endorsement.

What now? Hopefully we’ll meet our funding 
target soon and then we can start the real work (the 
investigative work has already started). 

How can us Rotarians help? We hope they’ll spread 
news of our campaign and make donations. A £20 
donation is only the price of a dozen or so bottles of 
water - so why not give up buying water, a coffee or 
canned drink for a few days and support The Point 
instead?! 

Maybe some clubs will also create a similar project 
of their own to support the community and the 
environment, inspired by the Point? 

After all, that is the point! 

Inspired? Do you have a question for Stephen & 
the team about working on this project? If so, 
contact rotarycantinf@rotarycanterbury.org.uk

Would you like to say “Wow, I helped build that”?
You can do so by supporting the club’s crowdfunding 
appeal for The Point. 

Just visit: https://gofund.me/525008cb 

Even if you’re unable to support the appeal financially, 
please share news about it with fellow Rotarians, your 
friends, family and colleagues by social media and email.
 

Picture: An artist’s impression of The Point in place in Longport, Canterbury. Picture credit: James Clague Architects Ltd.



Hundreds of people attended the free event at 
Canterbury’s Westgate Gardens, including lots of 
families that turned up to enjoy the spectacle of 
over 4,000 thousand yellow ducks “swimming” 
down the river. 

In the build-up to the race, members of the public were 
able to sponsor a duck for £1 each, with the sponsor of 
the winning duck getting the 1st prize of £250. 

Lord Mayor of Canterbury, Councillor Anne Dekker, and 
the Lord Mayor’s Consort, Ken Dekker, read out the 
winning numbers at the end of the race, and all ducks 
were collected back safely by a rescue team. 

Pictures from the event can be seen at the Rotary Club 
of Canterbury’s Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.
com/rotarycanterbury

Rotary Club of Canterbury raises more than £5,500 
at its Annual Charity Duck Race

Thousands of ducks took part in the race.

“Mr Duck” was very popular with children.

Lord Mayor of Canterbury, Councillor Anne Dekker, and the Lord 
Mayor’s Consort, Ken Dekker pictured with Rotarian Alan Mepstead 
and “Mr Duck”. (Credit. D Mepstead)

A rescue team collected back all 
the ducks at the end of the race.

One of the many young families 
at the event.

 Crowds lined the river to cheer on the ducks.

Pictures: (All pictures Credit: Rotary Club of Canterbury unless stated otherwise)



Kent ~ East Sussex ~ Medway ~ Southwark ~ Havering ~ Bexley ~ Greenwich

Supporting the
Health & Wellbeing
of Children & Adults
since 1964

www.imago.community
Registered charity number 1108388

Children & Young People
• Young Carers
• Children with disabilities
• Mental Health & Wellbeing
• Groups and Activities
• Young Adult Carers

Adults
• Adult Carers
• Befriending
• Mental Health & Wellbeing
• Community Transport
• Groups & Activities

Imago would like to thank the Rotary Clubs for 
supporting our charity past and present.

We look forward to meeting new clubs in the
future.  There are many ways to get involved
and we would love to hear from you!

Get in touch: fiona.cottingham@imago.community

We are looking for dynamic individuals, with a drive and passion for 
bringing about positive change to the lives of others. Visit our website
for our current vacancies: www.imago.community/work-with-us

Kelly at Imago

For almost 60 years, Imago has adapted to support the needs of local 
communities, working with a person centred and whole family approach.
Our services include:

I am proud to be a part of Imago, each member of the 
team brings with them specialised skills and interests and 
is proud of the work they do. The continued efforts and 

passion of all staff, ensure that Imago continues to 
positively impact so many people

“

”

We have a range of exciting and meaningful employment opportunities if you or 
someone you know would like to make a difference and join our friendly team



September will be remembered as a month of two 
halves. It started with the club supporting the 
Parish Church by running the beer tent at their 
Michaelmas Fete, and was followed by a reflective 
meeting remembering the life and long reign of 
Queen Elizabeth. 

A sunny day at the churchyard, raising  £100 for church 
funds seemed really important at the time, as did a 
subsequent street collect for Ukraine raising over £600. 
Then came that shock announcement from Balmoral 
and all that subsequently ensued.

What was surprising, at our first meeting at which the 
response to the customary loyal toast became “The 
King”, was  how many of our members had been 
fortunate enough to meet members of the Royal family. 
Past President Peter Smith – seen above in the centre of 
the picture above collecting for Ukraine, met the late 
Prince Philip while an Engineering apprentice. Peter said 
how the Duke instantly put him at ease and that they 
had a conversation which was filmed by the BBC and 
which Peter was able to see later that day on the BBC’s 
“Town and Around” local news programme. 

The Rotary Club of
Edenbridge & Westerham

Our Club’s Speaker Secretary Mike Cottrell ( pictured 
left  ) was presented with an essay-writing prize by Her 
Majesty the Queen in his college days, and later met the 
then Prince Charles on two occasions.The first was  when 
Mike showed His Royal Highness around Bore Place in 
Chiddingstone where Mike was Farm Director, and once 
again when invited to visit Highgrove for the National 
Farm Care initiative, in recognition of the work that Bore 
Place was doing with vulnerable children and adults.

President Colin Ullmann-Jones tells of his meeting with 
the then Princess Diana, when she was performing the 
official opening ceremony of Barnado’s Kindergarten in 
Tunbridge Wells and he was acting as the Staff Officer 
to The Chief Constable of Kent. Colin reports that he 
was talking to the Princess’ Lady in Waiting before the 
event when Diana came alongside and, with a beaming 
smile and a mischevious glint in her eye said to her 
aide “I’ve told you before about chatting up the local 
Constabulary.”



 

Hi, 

My name is Judith Monk and I have the privilege to be the 

current Chair of the Hastings & Rother YMCA.  

I have devoted 40 years this year to serving this small 

charity and its community. We were awarded the Queen’s 

Award for Voluntary Service in June! One of only 244 

charities across the whole of the UK. It is the equivalent  

of an MBE for charity and we are rightly very proud. 

Our tiny charity punches above its weight, always, with 

our lively Youth Club and Youth Services, to our community 

gatherings where every event is a reason to celebrate! 

Our building is a 1970s Sports Centre which we spend 

extraordinary amounts of time and money patching up.  

Our USP is Roller Skating in all its forms and in recent years 

we’ve been able to renew the floor to a good, skate worthy, 

standard. Last year we raised nearly £40,000 to install a new 

boiler. However, we have urgent need of new radiators, and 

our upper gallery area needs renewing. So, we need about  

the same again this year. 

I’ve added some pictures to help you know a bit more 

about us and I hope that there will be some within the 

readership who will consider helping us to fund the next 

phase of the works. We are extremely grateful  

for any help. Feel free to contact 

me if you’d like to visit. 

Thank you for reading.

YTH
E

Centre

HASTINGS & ROTHER

The Queen’s Award 
for Voluntary Service

2022

YMCA Hastings & Rother

The Y Centre YMCA Hastings - UK           the_y_centre         the_y_centre    

Tel: 07970 717026    www.ycentrehastings.org.uk
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The deadline for articles in the November issue is 16th October as well as advertising.

Special advertising and printing offers 
to all Rotary Members

Just choose a package that suits your business

All the above is based on receiving print ready artwork and VAT would be charged if applicable.

All the above would normally be £195.00 - Bronze Package - £140.00

All the above would normally be £305.00 - Silver Package - £240.00

All the above would normally be £515.00 - Gold Package - £355.00

£355 Gold

£140 Bronze

£240 Silver

1. Quarter page, A4 Advertisement within ‘The District’ Rotary monthly brochure.
2. Five printed copies of ‘The District’  Rotary monthly brochure.

3. Quarter page Advertisement within ‘Bournefree’ Eastbourne’s premier Free paper. 
4. Exclusive membership to the ‘Custard Print Club’, where you can receive massive discounts 

    on printing and promotional items.

1. Half page, A4 Advertisement within ‘The District’ Rotary monthly brochure.
2. Five printed copies of ‘The District’  Rotary monthly brochure.

3. Quarter page Advertisement within ‘Bournefree’ Eastbourne’s premier Free paper. 
4. Printing of 250 A5 leaflets in full colour, OR, 250 business cards, full colour plus matt laminated. 

5. Exclusive membership to the ‘Custard Print Club’, where you can receive massive discounts 
    on  printing and promotional items.

1. Full page, A4 Advertisement within ‘The District’ Rotary monthly newsletter/brochure. 
2. Five printed copies of ‘The District’  Rotary monthly newsletter/brochure. 

3. Half page Advertisement within ‘Bournefree’ Eastbourne premier Free paper. 
4. Printing of 500 A5 leaflets in full colour, OR, 500 business cards, full colour plus matt laminated. 

5. Exclusive membership to the ‘Custard Print Club’, where you can receive massive discounts 
    on any printing and promotional items.


