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The Rotary Club Of Eastbourne began a year of 
centenary celebrations with a popular trip down 
memory lane into the history of the town.

Club members, guests and partners were treated 
to a captivating talk by fellow rotarian and historian, 
Alan Wenham, with a fascinating insight into who and 
what was important in the Eastbourne of the 1920s.

The talk was first of a series of activities to mark the 
club’s 100 years’ of history, alongside its ambitious 
“Homes for Homeless” project to provide shelter 
for some of the town’s most vulnerable people.

 A Trip Down 
Memory Lane

Pictured at the talk, left to right, are Rotarian Graham Marsden, Alan Wenham, District Governor Chris Brenchley and club president Brian O’Neil.



Channel Rotary is delighted to announce that 
Clare Grove and Mike Parry have joined us as 
Associate Members.  

Both are very experienced in marketing and media and 
are an excellent addition to our Media/PR team led by 
Nigel Hart.  President Gary Calver said that: “Clare and 
Mike have already helped us with their knowledge and 
skills and we are very pleased that they have chosen to 
become Associate Members of Channel Rotary”.  

Clare is a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of 
Marketing and has headed up DRIVE Marketing based 
in Folkestone for 9 years.  She is highly experienced 
across a wide range of business sectors including new 
homes, automotive, education, healthcare, insurance, 
IT, legal, leisure and hospitality, recruitment, retail, 
telecommunications and travel.  Clare is passionate about 
her work and speaks regularly to businesses, charities 
and schools about all aspects of marketing and events.  
She is a keen supporter of Kent cricket, and most 
weekends - come rain or shine - can be found pitch-side 
supporting her sons’ endeavours at cricket or rugby. 

Mike has worked in the broadcast, branding, 
advertising and marketing industries over the last 
thirty five years and has already helped Channel 

Folkestone Channel Rotary 
inducts two new associate members

Rotary as a volunteer with our annual Triathlon, 
Sleep-Out in aid of the homeless and the Folkestone 
Covid Vaccination Programme which inoculated 
over 250,000 people.  He honed his skills with 
broadcasters such as ITV and Sky Television and then 
pursued a career in design and post-production 
through his own facility in Soho, London.  

Since then, he has worked for a wide range of 
clients including International Olympic Committee, 
Premier League, Football Association, Hewlett 
Packard and Volvo.  

He now has his own motion graphics and design 
company based in Folkestone’s Creative Quarter and 
has recently worked with Screen South (Folkestone), 
the Folkestone Triennial and BBC Arts New Creatives.  
Mike and his artist partner Sue moved to Folkestone in 
2016, attracted by the area’s creative vibe and edginess!
  
He enjoys walking his dog and is currently training as 
a watchman for National Coastwatch in Folkestone.  
He is a West Ham fan and loves local history.

Further information: Nigel Hart, Media/PR Chairman:  
nigelmhart@hotmail.com

Induction of (L to R) Mike Parry and Clare Grove as Associate Members of Channel Rotary by President Gary Calver and PR Chairman Nigel Hart



Rotarians from Bexhill, Eastbourne, Eastbourne 
AM, Hailsham, Sovereign Harbour and Uckfield 
were joined by the Inner Wheel club of Eastbourne 
Sovereign for the Great Egg Race, held at the JPK 
centre in Old Town, Eastbourne.

The contestants were given the challenge of suspending 
a large marble as far away as possible from a base 
board. The materials supplied included sheets of paper, 
paper cups, straws, string and a roll of sticky tape.

The Great Egg Race

You may start - you have 45 minutes.

 The Sovereign Harbour team.

The resultant solutions varied considerably including a 
spectacular cantilever by the Rotary Club of Eastbourne 
AM netting them the prize for the most aesthetically 
pleasing structure. 

However simplicity won the day with the Rotary Club of 
Hailsham achieving 1675 mm using just a tube of paper.

The evening raised £500 for local charities.

The Bexhill team.

The Eastbourne team. Two Ladies from Inner Wheel.



Deadline for the June edition is June 18 - email petelindsey30@hotmail.com

To advertise in the July issue of the magazine, email petelindsey30@hotmail.com

Eastbourne AM Club President, David Barker, presents the Egg Trophy.

The Eastbourne AM team. The Uckfield team.



The Rotary Club of Dover has a history of raising 
funds in support of the Martha Trust, a registered 
charity that provides inclusive lifelong residential 
respite and day care for people with profound 
physical and multiple learning disabilities. 

The charity’s ethos is focussed on making sure that 
the profoundly disabled people it cares for enjoy as 
full and active a life as possible. To that end the charity 
helps people in their care to achieve their potential 
and, where possible, their independence, and their 
right to privacy, to choice and to dignity is respected. 
Purpose built homes in Deal (within the Dover District 
Council area) and Hastings offer safe and stimulating 
homes for life for those in the care of the charity. 

The aim is to ensure people with profound physical 
and multiple learning disabilities are given the very 
best opportunities to lead happy, active and fulfilling 
lives. Fund raising is vital for the charity to continue to 
operate its full range of services. 

Organised by Past President of Dover Club John 
Hunnisett, an evening of entertainment was provided 

to raise funds for the Martha Trust 
and the star of the 
evening was one of 
the speakers from the 

District 1120 Conference 
in Eastbourne in October 2021, 

Andy McConnell. 
Andy, a leading 

authority on 
glassware and a 
contributor to 
BBC TV’s 
Antiques 
Roadshow, 
provided an 
evening of 
Banter with 

Bonkers. 

All tickets for 
the occasion 
were sold 

out early and 
those attending 

were presented 
with a humorous, 

bordering on the 
manic, presentation of 

a trip through his life 
aided by many images 

presented on a large 
LED screen. 

Rotary Club of Dover goes bonkers 

in aid of the Martha Trust

Andy McConnell 

Andy McConnell with PP John Hunnisett and Kerry Banks BEM

President Ian Wright presenting cheque to George White and 
Kerry Banks of Martha Trust.

All the winners of the ubiquitous raffle held at the 
event generously donated their prize money back 
to the Martha Trust and the result of the evening 
was that the club was able to present a cheque for 
£6000 to Martha Trust fundraiser Kerry Banks BEM 
and George White, former CEO of Martha Trust who 
retired in October 2021 and who is currently a Martha 
Trust Ambassador, at its meeting the following week. 

Much credit for the success of this one-off event must 
go to Andy McConnell who walked among the tables 
of the assembled guests as he delivered his witty and 
enthusiastic talk which most certainly engaged and 
entertained his audience.



Obituary
Stuart Duncan Macdonald Jack, CVO
(06.08.1949 - 16.02.2022)

Former Governor of the Cayman Islands and career 
Diplomat, Stuart Jack, CVO, was a leading mind 
on British foreign policy and British representation 
globally. In a career spanning almost 40 years, 
he had expertise in Russia and Japan, shaped 
international trade deals, hosted numerous Royal 
and State visits, and oversaw key UK security and 
intelligence reviews.

Born in Giffnock, Scotland in 1949 to a Scottish father 
(William) and English mother (Edith “Pat”), Stuart spent 
his early childhood in the Glasgow area before relocating 
to Westcliff, Essex, where he attended Hamlet Court 
Primary School and Westcliff High School for Boys.

He went on to study Russian Literature (and for the 
first year, French) with a scholarship at Merton College, 
Oxford. Stuart was a student member of the Oxford 
Union and played an active role as Secretary and 
member of JACARI, through which he fought against 
racial injustice. His student days provided ample room 
for adventure: his first summer touring the Soviet Union 
with friends in a clapped-out Land Rover, and his third 
year at a provincial Soviet university in Voronezh with 
a British Council scholarship. Never one to shy away 
from an unreliable vehicle, an eventful camping trip in 
a 2CV to the South of France marked the end of his 
finals. These trips served as lessons in navigating foreign 
bureaucracy and developing some early cooking skills 
(although on one occasion his cooking landed him in the 
inpatient ward at a provincial Soviet isolation hospital!).

Obituary:  
Stuart Duncan Macdonald Jack, CVO
(06.08.1949 - 16.02.2022)
 
Former Governor of the Cayman Islands and career Diplomat, 
Stuart Jack, CVO, was a leading mind on British foreign policy 
and British representation globally. In a career spanning 
almost 40 years, he had expertise in Russia and Japan, 
shaped international trade deals, hosted numerous Royal and 
State visits, and oversaw key UK security and intelligence 
reviews. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Born in Giffnock, Scotland in 1949 to a Scottish father (William) and English mother (Edith 
“Pat”), Stuart spent his early childhood in the Glasgow area before relocating to Westcliff, 
Essex, where he attended Hamlet Court Primary School and Westcliff High School for Boys.  
 
He went on to study Russian Literature (and for the first year, French) with a scholarship 
at Merton College, Oxford. Stuart was a student member of the Oxford Union and played 
an active role as Secretary and member of JACARI, through which he fought against racial 
injustice. His student days provided ample room for adventure: his first summer touring the 
Soviet Union with friends in a clapped-out Land Rover, and his third year at a provincial 
Soviet university in Voronezh with a British Council scholarship. Never one to shy away 
from an unreliable vehicle, an eventful camping trip in a 2CV to the South of France marked 
the end of his finals. These trips served as lessons in navigating foreign bureaucracy and 
developing some early cooking skills (although on one occasion his cooking landed him in 
the inpatient ward at a provincial Soviet isolation hospital!).  
 
With a first class degree from Oxford in 1971, Stuart considered pursuing a DPhil 
specialising in obscure early Soviet novelists of the pre-Pushkin era. Instead he applied to 
the Foreign & Commonwealth Office (FCO) and, upon acceptance, deferred it in favour of 
a year of adventure as a VSO English teacher in Luang Prabang, Laos. This was one of 
Stuart’s happiest years, despite scorpions in his shoes, an incorrigible monkey ransacking 
his home, and the impact of the Vietnam War (the latter resulting in bombs regularly landing 
close to his classroom, and near misses with the North Vietnamese Army and a Viet Cong 
death squad). 
 
1972 saw the start of a long and varied career as a British Diplomat. Stuart spent his first 
year at the Eastern Europe and Soviet Department in London, where much of his work was 
determined by a breakdown in bilateral relations with Moscow and tit-for-tat diplomatic 
expulsions. With no immediate prospect of British diplomats receiving new visas for the 
Soviet Union, he was trained up in another “hard” language – in this case Japanese – in 
preparation for his first overseas posting to Japan, where he met his wife Mariko and to 
which he developed a life-long attachment. A two-year stint in London followed, after which 
he returned to Moscow in 1981 as First Secretary and Deputy Head of Chancery. There, 
both he and Mariko learnt to adapt to the rigours of Soviet life, stockpiling and bartering 
with other expats for baby products and wrapping up their Ford Cortina in blankets and 
cardboard to mitigate the impact of significantly sub-zero temperatures.   
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close to his classroom, and near misses with the North 
Vietnamese Army and a Viet Cong death squad).

1972 saw the start of a long and varied career as a 
British Diplomat. Stuart spent his first year at the Eastern 
Europe and Soviet Department in London, where 
much of his work was determined by a breakdown in 
bilateral relations with Moscow and tit-for-tat diplomatic 
expulsions. With no immediate prospect of British 
diplomats receiving new visas for the Soviet Union, he 
was trained up in another “hard” language – in this case 
Japanese – in preparation for his first overseas posting 
to Japan, where he met his wife Mariko and to which 
he developed a life-long attachment. A two-year stint in 
London followed, after which he returned to Moscow 
in 1981 as First Secretary and Deputy Head of Chancery. 
There, both he and Mariko learnt to adapt to the rigours 
of Soviet life, stockpiling and bartering with other expats 
for baby products and wrapping up their Ford Cortina 
in blankets and cardboard to mitigate the impact of 
significantly sub-zero temperatures.

Hythe Rotary Club collected for the people of 
Ukraine on St George’s Day and quickly realised the 
general public’s sense of kinship with the people of 
that country hasn’t diminished. The Club is match 
funding the amount collected, which engendered a 
great amount of goodwill in addition to the cash.

The pre-publicity on Facebook attracted a Ukrainian 
family currently staying in a nearby village to come and 
thank the members for their kindness.

The photo shows David Paton and Betty Black from 
Hythe Club challenging the wind for control of the 
Ukrainian flag.

HYTHE ROTARY 

SUPPORTS 
UKRAINE



We were delighted to host our popular auction of 
promises after a two year absence. 

Many guests and members of the club including the 
Folkestone Mayor enjoyed bidding on a variety of 
items including a Sene Valley Golf experience, a Leas 
Cliff Lockout session, Port Lympne vouchers and many 
other items including champagne, a hoover and even a 
cuddly toy!
 
The event was organised by member Val Webb and the 
auctioneer member Ray Johnson.
 
Ray Johnson commented “ It was a most enjoyable 
evening for all, auctions are always good fun as you 
never know what you may come away with. Many 
attendees participated and there were certainly some 
bargains. The club is most grateful for all the support 
which raised a commendable £1,250.00 which will be 
put to good use to benefit local good causes.“

Going, Going Gone!



Members and guests were delighted to hear 
10 year old James Howard give a talk about 
the 1st Garlinge Cubs, his role as “Sixer” and his 
challenge to enable him to get his Silver Award. 

With the guidance of his Mum and Grandad, James 
baked over 100 cakes and biscuits which were brought 
to the Rotary Meeting in boxes of six and members and 
guests gave him donations in return for the delicious 
comestibles. All the funds raised will be given to the 
Demelza Children’s Hospices and, at the last count, 
James had amassed over £275 and the cash is still 
flowing in.

President Chris thanked James for bringing greetings 
from his Cub Pack and for sharing his challenge with 
the Rotary Club and presented James with a Club 
Banner as a memento of his visit.

The Rotary Club Of Westgate & Birchington
PROBABLY OUR YOUNGEST EVER SPEAKER! 

The Rotary Club of Westgate & Birchington is 
strongly committed to community service and 
fund-raising for local causes and even though 
Covid lockdowns have curtailed our activities we 
have still managed to raise a substantial amount 
of money. 

Santa and his sleigh managed to tour the streets of 
Westgate and Birchington each Christmas and the 
door-to-door collections were very successful. The 
Rotary President and his wife completed an 88 mile 
sponsored walk and, together with our sister club, the 
Inner Wheel, organised a hugely successful Race Night.

Recently, we were delighted to welcome the Nurse 
Manager of the Viking Chemotherapy Day Unit at 
QEQM, Carrie Merry and her Deputy, Joanna Watunga 
to a Rotary meeting and, after Carrie had explained 
to members and guests the range of treatments her 
department administers, Rotary President Chris Hedges 
was delighted to present a cheque for £2500. Carrie 
has quite a long wish-list of items which will enhance 
the experience of her patients and we look forward to 
hearing what has been purchased.

Our Rotary Club has a long association with the 
Viking Day Unit since it moved into its purpose-built 
unit in 2007 and much of the initial funding for the 
new facility came from Rotary’s 70’s Extravaganza 
held in Quex Park in 2008 (the poster for this event 
is still on display in the waiting room, remembering 
performances by Suzi Quatro, T Rex and the Glitter 
Band all hosted by Dermot O’Leary and Kaddy Lee-
Preston) We are delighted to be able to continue to 
support their outstanding work.

Viking Unit presentation

To find out more about 
our Rotary Club activities 
please have a look at 
our website: www.wb-
rotary.co.uk or come 
along as a guest to 
one of our Tuesday 
evening meetings. 

Contact Dave 
Alker on 
01843 845783 
to arrange 
a visit.



Rotary Club           of Tonbridge 
  

  

Tonbridge Rotarians were delighted to invite five 
head students from schools in the Tonbridge area to 
our annual School Leavers Lunch.  
 

The students came from The Judd School, Tonbridge 
Grammar, Hillview School for Girls, Hugh Christie and 
Tonbridge School.  They were each asked to say a few 
words about their school career and future plans. It 
was a great opportunity and extremely interesting for 
members to hear the diversity of experiences and 

challenges as they move into the next phase of their education and enables the Club to 
maintain contact with the secondary schools in the area. 

Many young people the West Kent YMCA works with 
are facing major issues in their life such as 
homelessness, family breakdown, emotional and 
mental health difficulties, neglect, drug or alcohol 
abuse, school exclusion and some may be victims of 
crime/abuse, young parents or ex-offenders.  
 

Membership of Tonbridge Rotary’s Business Partners 
Scheme will help to increase the public profile of WK 
YMCA and widen their support network. 

An update from SeeBeyondBorders on the use of 
the Club's donation of £1,000 in support of their 
Educational Technology Project in Cambodia.  
 

“With your support, we were able to purchase 
three tablets and cases for teachers from Bak Rotes 
Primary School in Ek Phnom District, Battambang 
Province.  As the costs of tablets were significantly 
lower than expected we purchased two tablets and 
cases for two new members of the Educational 
Technology Project Team who will both play a 

significant role in delivering training and ongoing support to teachers over the next year, to 
ensure that they are able to use the technology and resources effectively to provide high 
quality teaching.  A further two tablet cases were purchased for teachers from Rohal Soung 
Let Primary School.” 
 

 

Photo credit: SeeBeyondBorders 



Eastbourne Rotarians bade a fond farewell to a 
hugely popular colleague who is shortly heading 
off to begin a new life Down Under.

Former club president Brian Higgins and his wife, Pam, 
are moving to Australia to be closer to family and 
begin a new chapter of their lives. Brian will continue 
his rotary membership by joining the club in Burnside, 
Adelaide, in the south of the country, which is home to 
the couple’s son, Rod, daughter-in-law Shirley and two 
grandchildren. 

As well as his membership of rotary, Brian has been 
a true champion of the Eastbourne community and 
served as a magistrate for 36 years, including three as 

G,day Brian!

chair of the Sussex bench. He was a borough councillor 
for 16 years and also a governor of the former Sussex 
Downs College.

“We leave with mixed emotions”, said Brian. 
“Excitement at what lies ahead but sadness, too, for 
the friends and memories we are leaving behind.”

Brian’s pending departure was marked by a surprise 
lunch with fellow Rotarians, at which he was presented 
with the worldwide movement’s highest accolade, 
the Paul Harris Fellowship, along with honorary 
membership of the Eastbourne club. Brian (left) is 
pictured receiving his award from club president 
Brian O’Neil.





Earlscliffe College Interact Club was founded in 
2021 with the help of Channel Rotary and since 
then has forged ahead under the leadership of 
Founder President Lulia Lambrino.  

Not only has it been active in the local community 
but a previous member has now founded a new 
Rotaract Club in Bristol following her move to 
university there.  Locally, Earlscliffe Interact has 
provided funds for local charities and organised 
a series of webinars for young people on career 
opportunities and environmental matters.  

All this was recognised when Iulia Lambrino was 
presented with an Achievement Certificate by 
Channel Rotary Past President Malcolm Stewart 
in the presence of Head Teacher Joss Williams at 
a School Assembly last week.  Also present from 
Channel Rotary was Gordon Robinson (Chairman of 
Community and Vocational Service).

Well deserved award for founder President 
Of Folkestone’s Earlscliffe College Interact Club

(L to R) New Interact President Yasir Idris, Headteacher Joss Williams, Past Interact President Iulia Lambrino, Past Channel 
Rotary President Malcolm Stewart and Channel Rotary Community & Vocational Service Chairman Gordon Robinson.

The mantle of Interact President now falls to newly 
elected Yasir Idris who has exciting plans to increase 
membership and support the Folkestone community 
which he shared with the assembled pupils.  

This includes an ‘In School Sleep Out’ inspired by the 
very successful event run by Channel Rotary with 
Porchlight in March.

Channel Rotary is delighted with the success of 
Earlscliffe Interact and wishes Yasir much success as 
President.  By coincidence, Iulia’s father is a member of 
a Rotary Club in Timisoara, Romania which lies close to 
the Ukranian border and with his help Channel Rotary 
is donating £1,000 to local humanitarian relief work 
with the many refugees.

For further information:  David Rolls (Channel Rotary)
07774 962409;  david.rolls@channelrotary.org.uk



What a fabulous day at the Faversham Family 
Bike Ride! The event took place in glorious spring 
sunshine and was enjoyed by more than 150 
people. Organised by Faversham Rotary Club, the 
scenic 12.5 km route went through some of the 
beautiful countryside around Faversham.

In one of her last official engagements as Mayor, the 
ride was started by Cllr Alison Reynolds who also picked 
out the winner of the Kesson Physio Competition. 
Winner Clare Skinner is pictured with Kesson Director 
Adrian Riggs and the Mayoral Party, accompanied by 
Dave Darby, Faversham Rotary Club President.

159 cyclists took part, 95 adults and 64 children, aged 
from 3 to 73. Some of the youngest participants were 
in bike trailers, while other riders used a bit of battery 
power to help them round.

There were 30 route marshalls and a further 20 at the 
event site at the Abbey School. Marshalls included 
Brian Tovey, a founder of the original Faversham Bike Ride.

Some cyclists were sponsored for charities of their 
choice, others rode for Faversham Rotary’s chosen 
charity Imago, which supports Young Carers. 
A spokesman for Faversham Rotary Club said that 
the monies raised so far are in excess of £2000.

The event was sponsored by Kesson Physiotherapy, 
Bensted Charities, Queenborough Fisheries, Kent 
Community Foundation and Rotary International.

Favourite quote of the day was from the keen young 
rider who called it “The Tour de Faversham” and said it 
was the best bike ride he’d ever been on  Thank you to 
all who took part and watch out for news about next 
year’s bike ride.

“The Tour de Faversham” 
Family Bike Ride

Competition winner Clare Skinner is pictured with Kesson Director Adrian Riggs and the Mayoral Party, accompanied by 
Faversham Rotary President Dave Darby.

And they’re off ……!!



We have been delighted with the response to our 
last two fundraising events of this Rotary year, 
our Golf Day and our Annual Quiz Night.  In what 
has been a very difficult year for many we are 
proud to have supported our local community 
and selected international charities (including the 
Ukraine appeal) to the tune of just over £15,000 
over the last twelve months.  We are lucky to 
have the help and support of the wonderful 
people of Romney Marsh, we couldn’t have done 
it without them.

Golf Day - by 
Mark Singfield
27th April, the second of our modern era golf 
days at the Littlestone Warren golf course. After 
some balmy spring weather it was a cold and 
windy morning when, at 7.30, my wife and I 
were in a buggy putting sponsors signs out on 
the golf course.

22 teams duly assembled at the Littlestone Club house 
for their pre golf breakfast muffin (a must if you are 
visiting the club) and coffee, registration, chat with our 

Rotary Club of Romney Marsh
round off another amazing year

charity representative, and off to the first tee for team 
photograph and golf. We played a Texas Scramble, a 
fun alternative to more formal stroke play competitions, 
and one that is enjoyed by experienced and slightly less 
experienced golfers alike. First off was at 09.30 and last 
at 13.20. At times the dining room was heaving with 
standing room only to be followed shortly afterwards 
by a lull, but everyone was in good spirits and the 
atmosphere was lively.

Throughout the morning our “raffle team” led by Frank 
Thrower were gently persuading the golfers to support 
the raffle and many thanks to him and his team.

The golf was closely fought with the first and second 
teams both being teams of 4 ladies. The winners 
(pictured left to right with honorary starter Rotarian Gill 
Singfield in the fashionable red hat) were Littlestone 
Warren members - Sylvia Capps, Linda Coleman, Carol 
Royale Mary Miller with a rather impressive nett score 
of 47 against the par of 69 for the Ladies. Second 
place went to the Littlestone Warren club captain, 
Shell Foster and her team including TracyAnn Wood, 
Jenny Spedding and Karen Pickering with an equally 
impressive nett 49.

President Barbara Gold with Mary Miller



Our Charity this year was “Dandelion Time”, Dandelion 
Time gives children and families time and space to love 
and trust again, time to heal from emotional trauma 
and abuse, time to rebuild confidence and strengthen 
relationships and time to develop skills and aspirations 
for a brighter future. We were delighted to support 
them this year and are glad to have been able to make 
a donation towards the cost of their Woodpeckers 
Woodland Dell Project of just over £2,600.

Our thanks to all who supported the day, golfers, 
sponsors, raffle prize donators, Littlestone Golf Club, 
the Director of Golf, James, and the Secretary, David 
and our Rotary Club of Romney Marsh members who 
worked hard to ensure the day ran smoothly.

Whilst we haven’t started planning next year’s event, 
a provisional date has been suggested of Wednesday 
26th April 2023.

Winning Team Photo with Rotary member Gill Singfield

The weather didn’t improve much for our Quiz 
Night but on another wet and windy evening, 
more than 70 people gathered themselves into 
14 teams under the roof of the New Romney 
Bowls Club to take part in the first annual quiz 
since 2020, Covid-19 having put paid to last 
year’s plans. 

 After a closely fought contest, ‘Fools Team Ahead’ 
(my favourite team name for the evening) came out on 
top with 110 points with ‘Marshmallows’ only 2 points 
behind in second place and ‘Old School Ladies’ and 
‘The Procrastinators’ sharing third with 99.

Our chosen charity for this event was Pilgrim’s Hospices 
and we are delighted to have raised just over £500 to 
help them in their invaluable work in our area.  

Our thanks are due to the New Romney Bowls Club for 
the use of their clubhouse and bar and our wonderful 
club members who helped put it all together.

Unlike the golf organisers, we don’t have a date set yet 
for 2023 but the feedback was very positive so we are 
keen to do all over again next year.

Annual Quiz Night - by Trevor Harrison



Pentangular weekend in 
Canterbury: Five celebrate Fifty

A weekend gathering of five European Rotary 
Clubs - collectively known as “Pentangular” - 
took place in the historic city of Canterbury during 
May, hosted by the Rotary Club of Canterbury. 

Pentangular was formed in 1972 when Canterbury 
joined so this year (the Canterbury Club’s centenary 
year) also marked Pentangular’s golden jubilee! 
Over the weekend the visitors [from St Quentin (France), 
Leuven (Belgium), Lüdenscheid (Germany) and Leiden 
(The Netherlands)] enjoyed a packed programme while 
having a chance to rekindle old friendships and make 
new ones. 

On the Saturday they visited the picturesque market 
town of Faversham where they visited Queen 
Elizabeth’s Grammar School and the Shepherd Neame 
Brewery. At the school they got a chance to learn about 
Team Eclipse, whose participation in the F1 in Schools 
competition has been supported by the Rotary Club of 
Canterbury and Faversham. They also had a chance to 
test their reflexes on the mini-race track the team uses 
to develop its model cars. At the brewery they learnt 
about the art of brewing while being shown around 
the vast vats; a number of visitors also sampled some 
of the brew! 

The visitors also enjoyed an evening of dancing to 
songs from the 50s, 60s and 70s played by the live 
band “Hullabaloo”. In the interim, the club presidents 
got together to talk about the next Joint Pentangular 
Project in Moldova which is aimed at helping diagnosis, 
medical and educative care for deaf children in 
Moldova (the poorest country in Europe).
On the Sunday the Prince of Wales Youth Club 
members put on a remarkable show of judo, boxing 
and dancing; the youth club was also given a joint 
donation from Pentangular Clubs of over £1,600. 
Some lively Irish dancing brought the weekend 
to a close before the club bid an “adieu” or “auf 
wiedersehen” to its guests until they meet again in 
Leiden for Pentangular 2023.

Rotary Club of Canterbury

Team Eclipse talk about F1 in Schools to the visitors (Credit: Maxine Blades).

Visitors at the Shepherd Neame Brewery (Credit: Maxine Blades

Youngsters from the Prince of Wales 
Youth Club put on a great show for 
Pentangular visitors



You can always spot a collection for cancer charity 
Marie Curie from a distance thanks to the bright 
yellow “daffodil” hats worn by its collectors.

 They were joined in their recent collection in 
Canterbury by volunteers from the Rotary Club 
of Canterbury. 

One Rotarian, Keji Moses, even took her son along 
so that he could see Rotarians in action. 

Seeing Rotarians “at work” in this way is an excellent 
way of getting youngsters interested in Rotary. Who 
knows, perhaps they will be inspired enough to join 
Rotary one day?

Enjoying a hat trick while 
helping Marie Curie

The young son of one Rotarian is pictured helping with 
the Marie Curie collection. (Credit: Keji Moses).

Don’t get scammed!
Most Rotarians are happy to help a friend in need…
but, sadly, criminals can take advantage of this.

A member of a local club recently fell victim to a scam 
– despite being “fraud aware” and fairly internet savvy. 
“I was in the middle of making dinner and had a busy 
evening ahead, so was a bit more distracted than usual,” 
she said, adding “when an email popped up on my 
smartphone from a fellow Rotarian.” The email address 
and subject line seemed genuine, and it was signed off 
with his name. The message didn’t ask for large sums of 
money to be sent to strange bank accounts in foreign 
lands – it simply said “Let me know if you receive this 
note, I want you to do something for me”. On enquiry, 
the next message gave more specifics – the need to buy a 
gift card from a local store for a poorly friend’s birthday.

During his presidential year the Rotary Club of 
Canterbury’s president, Stephen Thompson, has 
focused club activities around the theme: 
“The Food We Eat”. 

Over the year Rotarians and guests have learnt about all 
sorts of aspects of food production, from hearing talks 
about fishing to visiting a farm in lambing season (one 
sheep-loving Inner Wheel member even assisted a lamb 
being born). As part of the series, Rotarians and guests 
paid a visit to Brogdale, which houses the National Fruit 
Collection. They were fortunate that the weather was 
lovely and the trees were showing their best blossom. 
The club plans a number of other trips this year that are 
more off-theme: a visit to Stelling Minnis Windmill and 
a trip on a Thames barge o name just two!

Beautiful Brogdale

Beautiful Blossom at Brogdale (credit: Martin Ward).

Our kindly Rotarian, very familiar with online shopping, 
decided to buy a gift card online – when suddenly 
another message arrived asking for another card to be 
bought. “That’s when alarm bells rang! I immediately got 
in touch with the online store and, luckily, the gift card 
was cancelled before it was redeemed by the fraudsters. 
As well as changing my passwords etc., I also gave details 
to Action Fraud (https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/) – it’s 
important the police know details about such scammers. 
Reading around the topic, I read that such scammers 
‘seem to be targeting an audience that is working or is 
involved in a social group’”. 

So, be warned: if you get an unexpected request for 
help, think twice…and perhaps give your friend or 
colleague a call before you take other actions. Stay safe!



Ashford Rotary Club 
donates a community 
shelter at Conningbrook 
Lakes Country Park
2022 marks 100 years of service to the community 
of Ashford, its environs and beyond by Ashford 
Rotary Club.  On 23rd February 1922 a group of 
men gathered in the Saracen’s Head PH (no longer 
there) in Ashford town centre and decided to join 
the Rotary organisation.  The Club was one of the 
first to be formed in the District. Currently Ashford 
Rotary Club consists of 43 men and women.

To mark its Centenary the Club embarked on a project 
to provide a recreational and educational amenity to 
the people of Ashford.  Conningbrook Lakes Country 
Park was identified as an under-used local leisure space 
that might benefit from more facilities. Discussion with 
Ashford Borough Council revealed that there were 
plans to develop the area to make it more attractive to 
visitors and to create a special amenity for the public.  
The Club’s proposal fitted neatly within those plans.

After 4 years of fundraising, mainly through donations 
from Club members and the generous support of 

Ashford Rotary Club 
Celebrates its Centenary

Ashford Borough Council and The Frank Brake Memorial 
Trust, a gazebo style shelter has been erected close to, 
and overlooking, the lakes.

The shelter consists of a substantial oak frame, oak 
seating, a tiled pitched roof and a resin base, giving 
smooth access for wheelchairs.  Not only will it provide 
shelter to recreational visitors, it can also be used by the 
schools that attend the park for educational studies.

The official opening ceremony took place on Friday 
13th May.  The President of the Ashford Rotary Club, 
Amanda Cottrell OBE and the Mayor of Ashford, 
Cllr Callum Knowles jointly undertook the formalities.  



The ceremony was attended by Civic dignitaries, 
including the Council Leader Cllr Gerry Clarkson, 
officials of Ashford Borough Council, Rotary Club 
Members and guests.

Amanda Cottrell emphasised the value of Rotary 
working closely with Ashford Borough Council to 
benefit the community, saying, “This project shows 
what can be achieved when we work together.  I 
believe there are many ways we can continue to do 
so, and we will explore the possibilities.” She praised 
those from both organisations whose joint efforts 
brought the project to fruition, and Orlestone Oak who 
provided professional expertise and built the shelter of 
such high quality.
 
The Mayor, Cllr Callum Knowles, said, “The Council 
and Rotary share a common goal, to serve the people 
of Ashford.  I look forward to more joint ventures in 
the future. We can make a real difference.”

Cllr Gerry Clarkson described the building as “an asset 
that will be used by the community for years to come.”

The Club also held a celebratory gala dinner at 
Allington Castle, attended by around 100 people.  
Guests included members of its Twin Clubs – Amiens 
in France and Vlissingen in The Netherlands

left to right: Christian Lusson (Vlissingen);  Amanda 
Cottrell (Ashford); Adri de Beck (Amiens)



After 3 years of planning, rudely interrupted by 
COVID, the Great Britain and Ireland Rotary led 
Volunteer EXPO was held at the NEC on the 6th 
and 7th May. 
 
EXPO was never meant as a Rotary only event, but 
was aimed at the volunteer community of the UK 
and all the charities and groups that depend upon 
them.  Working with partners including the National 
Council for Voluntary Organisations (NCVO) and other 
sponsors, the show opened up opportunities for both 
volunteers and those seeking them to exhibit their 
services. The show was attended by approaching 3000 
people of which more than 50% were non-Rotarians.

This is a first for any UK Rotary outward facing event.
There was, however, plenty of Rotary presence 
including the RI President Elect Jennifer Jones and 
the President Nominee Gordon McInally, both of 
who circulated to meet as many people as possible, 
and our own DGE Paul Frostick made up for the 
missed opportunity to meet Jennifer in Florida at the 
International Assembly, to get to know her at EXPO. 
Many other 1120 Rotarians were there too, including 
the Rotary Radio team. 

Great speakers, 80+ exhibitors, 20+ workshops and 
a Foundation and awards dinners made this a superb 
networking, fun and productive event. The Young 
Citizens and Champions of change winners were 
celebrated in style at a Gala Dinner. The most frequent 
comment heard was, ‘what a fantastic opportunity to 
meet up with friends again’ and  ‘an event that truly 
demonstrated Rotary’s place in the voluntary sector’. 
It was a real demonstration of Rotary leading the way 
for all. It also saw the signing up of many new and 
potential members. Will it become an annual event? 
Those that attended say ‘yes’. Watch this space.

Denis Spiller
Volunteer EXPO 2022

Rotary South East 
at Volunteer EXPO 



On April 30th from 9 till 1pm the District Assembly 
was held on Zoom with over 150 attendees from 
1120 clubs. Thank you everyone for attending 
and making it a very interactive morning with 
breakouts covering all the major service lines and 
more. Most popular were the technology session 
covering the Data Management System (DMS) 
and Rotary Club Central (RCC), closely followed by 
the Foundation and secretarial groups.

To add some current world focus on the event we 
were fortunate to be joined by Robyn Knox, a Director 
of the Voluntary and Community Sector Emergencies 
Partnership, a body Rotary has been closely involved 
with offering support for the Ukraine refugees via other 
front line services and local Rotary clubs.

At Strood Rotary, we go away as a club every year 
for a weekend of fun and fellowship and in May 
this year we visited Salisbury, a city full of history 
and opportunities and Rotary friends. 

The cathedral boasts the tallest steeple in the UK, and 
the Dean just happens to be the son of one of our 
members, what a bonus! The cathedral was hosting 
a wonderful flower festival and also displays one of 4 
surviving copies of the Magna Carta. 3500 Words of 
Latin over 75 lines of tiny text could have said anything 
as far a we were concerned, but of course it laid the 
foundations of the UKs constitution.
The Milford Hall hotel, happens to be where Salisbury 
Rotary meet and dinner with some of their members 
on Friday was most enjoyable. Saturday evening 
saw us at Sarum College for dinner after a 
small garden party at the Deanery. The area 
offers Wilton Hall, Old Sarum, the New Forest, 
and Stonehenge all within a very short distance 
as well as the city itself with houses dating 
back to medieval times. If you are seeking a 
destination for a weekend away, Salisbury 
should be on your list.

Hazel Sheehan
Strood Rotary 

District Assembly 2022
Our own DGE Paul Frostick 
presented the plans for 
2022/23 and the origins of 
the new RI theme ‘ Imagine 
Rotary’ were explained by 
RI President Elect Jennifer 
Jones herself on video. 
Thank you all again for 
attending and we wish 
you well for a successful 
2022/2023 Rotary year.

Denis Spiller
District training Officer

Salisbury – Wonderful City for a 
Strood Rotary weekend



Disclaimer 
While every care has been taken in the compilation of this 
newsletter errors or omissions are not the responsibility of 
the publishers or of the editorial staff. 
All rights reserved. Rotary Club © 2021

Editor:       Peter Lindsey,  petelindsey30@hotmail.com
Published by: The Rotary Club District 1120
Printed by:      Custard Design & Print. Tel: 01323 430303 
      www.custard-design.co.uk
  

www.rotarysoutheast.org www.facebook.com/Rotary112007840 158103

Rotary
Southeast and Gibraltar

The deadline for articles in the June issue is Thursday 16th June as well as advertising.

This magazine is sent to every Rotarian in District 1120 - that’s more than 
1700 business, or retired business people.

We are also hoping that each club will share the link on their social media -
 and that individual members will too. This will ensure every month the 
great work Rotarians do reaches a massive audience, both locally 
and further afield.

We are looking for companies - big and small - and individuals if they wish
to advertise with you.

These are the prices:

£250 for a full page, £125 for a half page

£75 for a quarter page
We will offer discounts if bookings are for three months or more. Rotarians, 
have a think, you may know potential advertisers so please share this link.

Please email: petelindsey30@hotmail.com or call Peter on 07710 934 574.
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SOVEREIGN Harbour Rotarians 

having fun at their Cockney Night 
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Bexhill Rotary Club’s Annual Crazy Golf ChallengeThe International Committee of the club recently 

organised a Crazy Golf Competition at Hastings to 

raise funds for their projects in the coming year. After an enjoyable fish and chip supper the Bexhill 

Rotarians and their friends got down to the serious 

business of the evening. The winner, with most holes in one, was Corinne Gadsden but Brian Cope, who came second, is looking forward to a 
rematch next year. In previous years profits from this event have enabled 

the club to purchase Shelterboxes for use in climatic 

emergencies, assist in hygiene projects in Kenya and, 

more recently, to supply food relief for Thai people who 

have been unable to work due to Covid. 

LONDON MARATHONFolkestone Rotarian Ray Johnson completed his 

21st in a row and smashed the total £100,000.00 

raised for the Kent Association for the Blind.He said: “I am delighted to report following all the 

donations kindly received I have exceeded my aim of 

getting over the £100,000 raised over the years in aid 

of the Kent Association for the Blind (www.kab.org.uk) 

who provide essential training and support to people 

who are blind, deafblind, or partially sighted, mainly in 

the Kent area.

This race was my 21st consecutive London Marathon 

(21 in 2021) the weather was perfect, along with being 

back in London, with the crowds who were as always 

fantastic who spurred us all on that made it a most 

enjoyable occasion.

Equally exciting was not only getting over the finishing 

line in at 04:55:19 nonstop but to raise vital funds 

for the charity and sincere thanks go to all who have 

contributed whether individuals or companies.”
Further details can be found at www.justgiving.com/

fundraising/rayjohnson Here you will find further 

information and pictures.
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We are looking to expand and develop what you are reading today 
in the coming months - and that includes increasing the revenue.

To purchase printed copies for yourself or your club the 
prices are as follows:
1 magazine £8.60 each + £2.50 p&p

5 magazines £7.98 each + £3.80 p&p

10 magazines £7.49 each + £6.50 p&p

20 magazines £6.75 each + £12.00 p&p

50 magazines £5.40 each + £15.00 p&p

100 magazines £4.50 each + £25.00 p&p
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Remember, the more you order the cheaper the magazines become!
Call our print department on 01323 430303 for more details.


