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From THE Editor
Now onto Advertising, and we are accepting
advertisements from our November edition. We want
to make this self-financing, and yes, I expect a small
fee for my time as well.
These are the costs:
A Full page £250
B Half page £150
C Quarter page £95.
If you want to advertise, contact me direct.
If you know of companies who may be interested,
email me and I am happy to follow this up.

From the Editor...
SO now we have approval from clubs to make this
a monthly online newsletter. Thank you.
We will be taking this project forward at pace with key
messages:
We want all clubs involved. Message me please
petelindsey30@hotmail.com and I will happily guide
clubs who are currently not involved.
We need ALL Rotarians to be reading this. Each club can
you please take responsibility for this. Can you raise this
at your meetings, making sure everyone has received
the email with the link to read it.
Yes, I realise some people may not be online. We can do
printed copies - again just email me if that is the case.
We want each club to share the magazine on their
social media. Please can each club place the monthly
link on their own website, their own Facebook page,
and other social media you may actively use.
Thank you.

Finally, we want to start ‘looking forward’ in the
coming issues as well as highlighting the fantastic work
our clubs do.
I’m always happy to receive emails, although in honesty
don’t always expect a swift acknowledgement when I
may be doing other things.
I am part of Ignite PR & Engagement | Communication
and Engagement | East Sussex (ignitepre.co.uk)
And we have just secured two new contracts Ashdown Forest in East Sussex and also promoting the
lovely town of Tenterden.
So, here are my details again
petelindsey30@hotmail.com and 07710 934 574.
Let’s get spreading the word about how great Rotary is!
See you all at conference.
Peter Lindsey (Eastbourne AM Rotarian)
Editor

Around the clubs
Bexhill Club Members receive Mayor’s Civic Awards
Two members of Bexhill Rotary Club were
honoured for their work with the local Foodbank
in a ceremony at Bexhill Town Hall.
The former Mayor, Lynne Langlands, presented the
awards in the presence of the current Mayor, Town
Councillors, the High Sheriff and Lord Lieutenant.
Rotarians Graham Forster and Stephen White
commented that whilst very proud to receive their
awards they were, in fact, a tribute to the hard work in
the community of the whole club during the pandemic.

Bexhill’s Scrapheap
Challenge
In order to promote recycling in a fun way Bexhill
Rotarians issued a Scrapheap Challenge on the Bexhill
Festival Weekend. The aim was to build a boat of no
more than 50cm in any dimension from rubbish. There
were over 30 entries in 3 age categories when the
event took place in the local Egerton Park.
The weather was kind to us and each category raced along
the small river enthusiastically cheered on by spectators.
Crafts were made from such waste products as soft drink
bottles, washing up liquid containers, crisp packets and even
a broken violin. There was added excitement in the last race
when the wind veered round and the armada of tiny boats
changed direction.
At the end of the afternoon prizes were presented to the
winners; the ecology message was emphasized and everyone
retrieved their entries and looked forward to another
challenge next year.
Tom Gregory, the second old boy to be appointed Headmaster of St Andrew’s
Prep Eastbourne, officially started the 44th annual Sponsored Walk.
Children, parents and staff put their best foot forward to tackle a short, medium or long
walk over the South Downs. The walk provides an opportunity for the participants to
welcome new children and parents to the school and catch up with friends after the
summer holidays.
This year the school is supporting The Brain Tumour Charity as well as donating £500 to
the Rotary Club of Eastbourne AM whose members marshalled the walkers at the road
crossings. The club’s nominated charity is St Wilfrid’s Hospice. The team of nine marshals
included the District Governor Chris Brenchley and joint Club President David Barker.

District 1120 Conference
at Eastbourne 22-24th October 2021
Register Now ON the District Website
Now it is time for the long overdue annual District
Conference..
Taking your annual conference jab is a well-known
and effective booster for Rotarians, partners and friends
at which they are revitalised and energised through
measured applications of education, entertainment,
fun and fellowship, and we are now well overdue for
our annual dose.

Sunday 24th is World Polio Day, and we shall not fail
to celebrate it and Rotary’s major contributions to the
eradication of this terrible disease. Remember it’s ‘Purple
for Polio’, so bring something appropriate to wear.
Workshops on Foundation, membership and community
projects will run on Friday and Saturday afternoons
to present and discuss the latest in-service delivery
and community support and to finish the weekend, a
conference lunch is on offer at a local restaurant.

DG Chris and IPDG Brian are delighted to welcome you
back to Eastbourne where after a few iterations due to
the rebuild and refurbishment programme, Conference
will be held in the new Eastbourne Welcome Building
adjacent to the Congress Theatre and Winter Gardens.
A full programme has been prepared to enthuse,
educate and entertain, including speakers such as
Jonathan Cavendish, the director of the famous film
‘Breath’, all about his father’s battle with Polio, and the
most successful Bridget Jones Diary. Adam Kay, a Doctor
and author of ‘This is going to hurt’.
Plus Martyn Lewis the former BBC Newscaster
and Demelza Hospice Ambassador, Debbie Hodge
Past Rotary GBI President and Mercy Ships Project
Champion, Nick Corke Rotary Community Champion
and recently added to the speaker list is Andy
McConnell, the highly entertaining glass expert from
the Antiques Road Show and more….
Entertainment will include Rainer Hersch and his
Orkestra on Friday evening and at the Gala Dinner, Nick
Bosworth will once again keep you on the dance floor
until midnight.

Eastbourne is ready to welcome us back after a number
of years away. Many hotels have taken advantage of
the enforced break to refurbish and ready themselves
for the return to the new normal and the Floral
Hall of the Winter Gardens is looking magnificent
with new kitchens, bars, a new stage and audio/
visual equipment and a wonderful new floor ready
for our Gala Dinner on the Saturday night Clubs
are encouraged to book hotels and to register from
the district website. The show case will be available
throughout conference and clubs, please bring
pop-up banners to display in the hall to promote
your own activities.
So, join DG Chris and IPDG Brian in celebration of the
considerable Rotary success of the past two years and
be refreshed and ready to make 2021/2022 the year
that Rotary bounced back into full service delivery mode
in our communities at home and throughout the world.
See you in Eastbourne.
Denis Spiller
Conference Chairman

Spotlight on Rotary Club
of the Pantiles
Well it’s been a funny old year but through grit
and determination we have been able to keep
the ship on course, support the local community
and keep smiling.

We have our first meeting there in October and
expect that this will be our permanent location for the
foreseeable future and details will be posted on our
website (www.pantilesrotary.org).

The fundamental requirement has been throughout to
keep all members engaged and healthy so that we did
not lose anyone physically or mentally.

Despite losing three members for various reasons, we
have managed to recruit at least six new members
which is in part down to a membership drive which
started earlier this year picking up on new-found public
enthusiasm. This initiative was provided with extra
impetus by having a stand at Tom Kerridge’s Pub-inthe-Park event. So the future is looking bright.

So, with many Zoom meetings, meetings as sixes in
different locations on a single night, meetings in an
open sided shed (the landlord preferred to call it a
barn!), a Zoom based beer tasting, a wine tasting with
our twin club in Wiesbaden, and a quiz night, we have
retained our sense of camaraderie, purpose and fun.
This platform has provided the basis for working
together, despite the obvious difficulties that we have
all experienced.
So with our organised and motivated members we
have managed, inter alia, to assist at vaccination
centres; delivered oximeters across West Kent; provided
food for Nourish, a local charity, to distribute; delivered
cooked meals for Age UK; upgraded a refuge garden
for Lookahead; spread information about carers for
Care UK, and provided input with the aid of a District
grant to Fegans which supports families holistically,
counselling children and supporting parents.
So in the “new normal” what is ahead of us?
Firstly, a change, occasioned by the long reach of
Covid, and that is that we have had to move our
“home” from the Neville Golf Club where we have
been for over 30 years to the Tunbridge Wells Hotel in
the Pantiles.

In addition to our long standing relationship with
the Wiesbaden Club, who will be visiting as soon as
conditions allow, we have been approached by a club
based near Brussels to start an association. The initial
face-to-face meeting will be in neutral territory and
this will determine how we work together in the
longer term.
So onto the real intentions for this Rotary year.
Fundraising activities have necessarily been savagely
cut, so there will be a lot of focus on events including
a Trafalgar Day dinner, a charity Golf Day, and a
sponsored Ramble. Dates to be announced on our
website soon.
However, project work will remain high on the agenda
and a “shopping list” of work is being developed that
requires man-hours not just money. Given this, we
really can change lives.
Tim Davey
President Pantiles Rotary

£40000 laptops
appeal success

As schools shut down in the middle of the
pandemic in 2020, it became apparent that many
children would be at a disadvantage because they
had no access to computers at home.
Rotary Beckenham resolved to help local school children
as best we could by providing laptops.
The first step was to
confirm there was
indeed the need
we expected. There
certainly was. We
contacted many local
primary schools and
soon had a long
wish-list.
Next, we needed
to obtain laptops
to recondition. Our
target was 25 laptops,
which seemed a lot
at the time. We asked
other Rotary clubs in
North West Kent, local
businesses, secondary
schools and large
computer retailers. We
also made an appeal
on our Facebook and
Twitter sites and got
our members to post
a carefully worded
message on the many WhatsApp groups that had sprung
up during the first lockdown.
At first, 25 laptops began to seem ambitious as the
response was underwhelming. Then we had two
breakthroughs. First, a generous donation meant we
would be able to buy 30 new laptops. Second, we were
contacted by a secondary school which had equipment
to get rid of. It had a room full of redundant IT stuff and
this source quickly became known as “Aladdin’s Cave”.
In time we received nearly 90 laptops from this source;
not all could be used but the majority could be.

The majority of the rest of the second hand laptops
slowly came from individuals who had heard about our
campaign. In a way, this was an advantage because we
were refurbishing the equipment “in house”, relying
mostly on just one of our members. He would totally
wipe the hard drives, replace anything faulty (keyboards,
batteries, power cables), and install Windows 10
Education. Further
donations of about
£3,000 was and is
earmarked to pay for
replacements.
The distribution of
refurbished equipment
was the task of another
member who liaised
with the schools. By
December we had
donated 30+ laptops;
by January this year, 45;
by the end of February,
120, which completed
Phase 1. We now
found ourselves in the
odd position of having
laptops to spare, as the
local schools told us
they needed no more.
In April, Phase 2
targeted local charities,
particularly children’s
charities. Now in September we have provided over
190 laptops to 22 schools and 11 charities. We estimate
the value of the laptops we have provided to date is
over £40,000.
Even the laptops we couldn’t recondition have been
recycled for their valuable elements. But we still have
an order book to fulfil and are hoping a potential new
Aladdin’s Cave will help us do it.
So, if you have a laptop you no longer need, give it to
Rotary Beckenham and we will find it a new home.

Kent Challenger Games
Ashford Rotarians once again volunteered
help for the Kent Challenger Games at the
Julie Rose Stadium in Ashford.
The Games, the brainchild of Ashford Rotarian
Winston Michael, were first held in 2017
and bring together secondary and primary
schoolchildren for an opportunity to really shine.
Children taking part are those who may not
normally have the opportunity to represent their
school and participate in sporting or physical
activities, or who may find it difficult to access
this type of event, owing to a disability, medical
condition or additional need.
Over the two days, participants were stretched to
undertake activities that were out of the ordinary,
fun, exciting and challenging, and that gave a real
sense of achievement; revealing to each of them
their true inner strengths, and to let them know
that all things are possible if you focus on the
assets you have.
This year’s Games was even more poignant
than previous ones because the children had
experienced few or no outdoor activities for some
18 months, and the Games was their first event
since then.
The Games has previously been over a single day,
but two days were needed this year because of
Covid-19 regulations and the extra safeguards
required to ensure the well-being of participants
and carers.
Ashford Rotary, always at the heart of the
community, stepped forward to provide 25
volunteers as well as giving financial support.
Winston Michael the Games founder said:
“Without the huge support from Rotarians I would
have struggled to comply with regulations. Their
commitment allowed me to focus on raising the
£25k needed and the logistical planning. I thank
fellow Rotarians from the bottom of my heart.”
Ashford Rotarians undertook numerous roles,
but the one that stood out for them, was acting
as a school chaperone to keep the school and
its children safe, and to be their champion
throughout the event.

Rock

for Rog
A commemoration in memory of former Dover
Rotarian Roger Marsden took place on the school
playing field in Temple Ewell, an outlying Dover
village where Roger and his family lived.
It was organised by his
widow and daughters
and some of his good
friends. The weather could
have been kinder but the
occasional shower of rain
did not deter hundreds of
people from attending the
event for which the gates
opened at 12 noon and
with various bands playing
from 1.30pm until about
9.30pm.
There were games for children and adults and several
stalls provided opportunities for raffle prizes, food and
drink, face-painting and a beer tent.
Seven bands participated for varying lengths of time
and towards the end of the evening a beacon was lit in
memory of Roger, with the consent of the local Parish
Council. Many of the villagers attended demonstrating
the high regard in which Roger was held.
Rotary Club of Dover members helped in the
organisation of the event with Roger’s good friend
Roger Knight of RK Graphics leading the way, even to
the extent of sleeping in a caravan on site the night
before the event once the various stands had been
erected to ensure safety and security.
Rotarians were instrumental in running the beer tent
and collecting funds for Cancer Research UK.
Admission was free but attendees were invited to
donate whatever they wished. Past President Dave
Smith was frequently heard to tell people “There’s no
entry fee but you can donate whatever you wish. All
I request is that you fold it before putting it in
the bucket”!

Roger’s widow Carole and his daughters Carrie,
Sammie and Jessie were present throughout the event
which slightly overran its timed programme with kind
permission of the Chairman of the Parish Council who
was in attendance as the event drew to a close.
The family members were extremely grateful to all
those who attended and had devoted time to produce
the event. Many attending wore T-shirts with an image
of Roger on the front. The family were delighted with
the result which raised a significant sum for Cancer
Research.
It was a wonderful tribute to former Rotarian Roger,
who died in August 2020, and provided a way of
saying thank you to the prime mover and organiser
of the Dover Music Festival which ran successfully
between 2014 and 2017.
Roger had been a valued member of the Rotary Club
of Dover, taking a particular interest in Rotaract, so it
was a privilege for Dover Club members to be involved
in the organisation and running of the memorial event
which proceeded under the title of “Rock for Rog”.

FOLKESTONE CHANNEL TRIATHLON
IS ANOTHER SUPER SUCCESS!.
Folkestone Channel Rotary Club’s fourth Triathlon
took to the water and roads of Folkestone in 5th
September, once again under the leadership of
club maestro Joe Sullivan.
The response of the athletes was excellent and plans
are already in hand for the next one in September
2022. The Channel Tri is now well established in the
South East calendar and this time it attracted people
from a wide area including visitors from Australia
and Poland.
Local personality Matt Morsia from Hythe (one of
the best-known fitness gurus in the UK) opened the
event. He has more than two million subscribers on
his You Tube channel ‘Mike Does Fitness, 900,000 on
Instagram and is just publishing his new book.
200 enthusiasts of all standards from beginners to fully
experienced swam, cycled and ran. Based at the Harbour
Arm, the Channel Tri showcases the major developments
in the Harbour area, the Town and our amazing coastal
and countryside scenery during the swim, cycle and run
phases. The athletes took to the water like ducks with
the protection of canoeists from the Folkestone Rowing
Club and Folkestone Rescue Service.
The pleasant sun later in the morning added to the
enjoyment. Triathlons are about challenging yourself.
Not many have a genuine sea swim and for some
athletes this was their first experience of choppy water
and they had the comfort of knowing they were being

safely watched over. The same drive and commitment
was evident in the cycle and run phases and there were
some powerful, personal achievements as athletes
conquered the route and their tiredness. Every finisher
was presented with a smart medal as a permanent
reminder of a very enjoyable day.
We’ve had tremendous feedback including:
“Very well managed and the marshals were so helpful
and friendly.’
“I just wanted to say a big thank you for a really well
organised, safe, fun GoTri today. I did it with my son in
law and grandson and it will provide great memories,
and a sense of achievement! A big thanks to all the
marshals, volunteers and staff, who really made it
such a great experience, and gave us encouragement
and friendly advice and instructions! I really don’t like
running but I did it with a smile!”
Channel Rotary President Gary Calver and Organiser
Joe Sullivan were delighted with the outcome saying.
“This has been another excellent event. Once again,
we are grateful to everyone who helped to make it
such a success including the athletes, our wonderful
marshals, volunteers and our sponsors particularly The
Roger De Haan Trust, FAS, SAGA, Kent County Council,
Folkestone & Hythe District Council, Folkestone Town
Council, Jenner Construction and Walker Brothers. It’s
a little early to know how much we’ve raised but we
expect a sizeable amount for a range of local charities
including South Kent MIND and Shepway Youth Trust.”

Dover’s Successful Youth Competition
THE President of the Rotary Club of Dover, Tony
Cook, was delighted to be able to preside over
a successful prizegiving following a tremendous
response to the Youth Competition that had been
run by the club, and in particular its President
Elect Roger Knight and his wife Melanie.
The organisers of this competition were overwhelmed
by the numerical response as well as the very high
standard produced by entrants to the competition,
which covered a range of artistic talent from paintings
and drawings to writings and computer presentations.
One of the entries was a song, written and recorded by
an entrant who won the President’s Prize.
The judging of the competition was extremely
challenging because of the high standard of all entries
but decisions had to be made and those successful
were rewarded with certificates and cash prizes. The
District Youth Officer, Jean Shrub, attended the prizegiving and she was suitably impressed by the excellent
nature of the competition run by the town’s Rotarians.
Following receipt of all the entries, the organisers of the
competition not only had to deal with the difficult task
of judging the entries but had the challenging task of
displaying all the entries for a two-day exhibition in St
Mary’s Parish Centre in Dover to enable members of the
public to have the opportunity of appreciating the high
standard of the submissions. A principal actor in the
preparation, judging and setting up of the exhibition,
as well as organising refreshments over the two-day
period was Melanie Knight.
The work did not end at the close of the exhibition as
74 certificates for all the entrants were sent to them
with the return of their work. The exhibition was set
up on a Thursday afternoon and was open for both
Friday and Saturday that followed and notwithstanding
the fact that schools were on holiday, the then current
reluctance of the public to enter indoor spaces and the
fact that a rival attraction in terms of the annual visit
of a fair nearby attendance was encouraging for the
occasion.
A total of £750 prize money was provided by the club,
notwithstanding the reduced fund-raising opportunities
brought about by Covid.
The Leader of Dover District Council, Cllr Trevor Bartlett,
a member of the judging panel, expressed his delight at
the success of the competition and indicated he would
be delighted to support the event again.

Other judges included President Tony and his wife
Sandra, Roger and Melanie Knight and Jodie Lingard. A
number of lessons were learned and it is hoped to build
on the experience gained and to invite local businesses
to support the Youth Competition in the future,
possibly adding a major event to the prize-giving after
the competition.
At the close of the exhibition and following the
presentation of prizes, President Tony Cook was
pleased to be able to present a Community Service
Award to representatives of Together4Dover, a
voluntary organisation that had emerged during the
lockdown and had provided much practical support in
a number of ways for those particularly vulnerable and
housebound for such a long period. The award was
received by Deacon Michelle Legumi of the Beacon
Church, London Road, Dover. Also present was Noel
Beamish, prime mover of the Dover Outreach Centre,
which caters for the homeless in the town, who was
presented with a cheque for £5000 from the Rotary
Club to assist them with the cost of a new boiler. This
had been President Tony’s project for the year.
President Tony, in commenting on the competition,
expressed his appreciation and thanks to those who
had accepted the invitation to judge the entries and
paid particular tribute to President Elect Roger Knight
and his wife Melanie who bore the brunt of the
work that was necessary to put on such a successful
exhibition and display for the benefit of the young
people of Dover and the surrounding area

Focus on

Tonbridge
Rotary Club
Rotarian Eddie Prescott and his granddaughter Sophie
undertook a 12,000 ft tandem skydive at Headcorn
Aerodrome in support of the Air Ambulance Kent,
Surrey & Sussex, a Rotary Tonbridge Corporate Partner
and Macmillan Cancer Support.
Thank you to Toby Simmonds for his very interesting
and informative talk at Tonbridge Rotary Club’s evening
meeting on “Kent Brewery” one of the club’s Business
Partners. Members were able to sample three beers too!
Toby is pictured with President-Elect Penny BrandlingHarris, former BPS Chair Paul Marsh and the current
members of the Business Partners Scheme Committee,
Peter Conetta, David Wells and Eddie Prescott.

THE annual Tonbridge Rotary Golf Competition was
held at Sweetwoods Park Golf Club.

At a lunch meeting, we were delighted to present
cheques for £2,400 to David Mantz from AAKSS and
£2,600 to Joy Sanders representing Macmillan Cancer
Support. Well done Eddie & Sophie!

It's the 10th Tonbridge
Half Marathon on
Sunday 10th October!
Will you be one of the lucky runners to receive a spot
prize? If Past President Sonia hands you a voucher at
the finish line take it to Janet at Tonbridge Rotary Club’s
gazebo and choose your prize from wine, chocolates,
biscuits, travel mugs, water bottles and lots more.

Six members of the Rotary Club participated with two
guests, Tom Parry of Ellis & Co., one of our Business
Partners and Giles Thomas from Hadlow Manor Hotel.
Following an enjoyable round of golf,, the participants
adjourned to the Anchor Pub in Hartfield for a meal.
The trophy was won once again by Rotarian Andy
Blundell and Giles Thomas won a prize for the best
score from a guest.

A “quacking” way

to have fun and raise funds!
The Rotary Club of Canterbury has held its biggest
community event of the year and raised around
£5,000 from its Annual Duck Race, held in the
River Stour at Westgate Gardens in the historic
City of Canterbury.
The Rotary Duck Race is an annual event that has been
taking place in Canterbury for over 20 years and sees
little yellow rubber ducks “swimming” down the river
to the finishing line.
Last year, because of the pandemic, the race was called
off - so club members were delighted to be able to
hold the popular race once again.
It’s a delightful, family-friendly event open to everyone.
Entry to the race is free (it’s held in public gardens), but
members of the public can “buy” (sponsor) a duck for
£1 in the build-up to the race.
The 1st prize for the race winning duck was £250, the
2nd was £100, and the 3rd and 4th prizes were a £50
gift card from MyCanterbury (which promotes things
going on in Canterbury). Corporate ducks were also
sold to local businesses for £25 each.
Around 4,000 ducks were launched into the river from
the bridge at Toddler’s Cove, making a magnificent blur
of yellow as they hit the water.

Hundreds of members of the public turned up to the
event, which was also attended by the Lord and Lady
Mayoress of Canterbury. A young participant in the
club’s innovation competition this year helped Past
President Peter Hermitage entertain the crowds with
some fun (if corny) puns and jokes, while there was
some lively background music from a trumpeter.
A bric-a-brac stall was also set up for extra fundraising.
Fortunately, the weather was just right for the race
– although the fact that there was barely any breeze
made the ducks a little slow to finish the course. The
ducks themselves were kept on course by two brave
volunteers in the water. The atmosphere at the race
end was amazing, with youngsters shouting out
“Come on little duckie” to the ducks!
The winning duck was announced, as was the sponsor
of the winning corporate duck, Nash Harvey. A net and
a line of Rotarians and helpers in wet suits and waders
collected back all the ducks so that they can take part
in next year’s race.
“The event – a vision of yellow - was just what was
needed to cheer people up after the difficulties of the
last few months,” said one of the organisers, adding
“it was great to bring a smile to so many peoples’
faces as well as raise so much for the great local and
international causes we support.”

Peace Projects in
Rotary South East
‘Peace’ – more specifically, - Peace-building and
conflict resolution – has been one of Rotary’s key
‘Areas of Focus’ for some time. Here is a short
brief on how your club can be involved:
Every club needs to address improving greater harmony
in their community: inter-ethnic tensions, and religious
divides are two clear fields where clubs can develop
programmes to help.
However, the net has been cast much wider than this,
battered women, drug-based violence, and disablement
integration are all fields covered by this area of focus in
Rotary Foundation terms.
Our current Peace Fellow is Eva Mckinley, now in her
second year of study. RC Margate is her host club and
will be presenting and supporting her at the District
Conference. She has an engagement as speaker with
RC South Foreland on Thursday 25th. November which
will be available to the District on Zoom.
This District has requested to be a host for one of the
current groups of Peace Fellows, and will soon discover
if this request has been successful. Although their
main task is to study, contact with the District will be
maintained. Peace is now Rotary Foundation’s second
largest Foundation programme. 20% of the global total
are studying at Bradford Uni., they’re young, charming,
motivated, intelligent, and share our values.

In addition, we are searching for potential Peace
Fellows from this area. To be eligible, the applicant
must have a first degree in a humanities-based subject,
and be prepared to spend at least four trimesters at a
university progressing their particular thesis. There is no
age limit, and the candidate cannot be a Rotarian or a
Rotarian family member. If you are aware of someone
you would like to propose for selection, please let me
know for progressing to TRF in Chicago.
Also, Ian Park, (head of the Bradford Rotary Peace
Centre Committee), is looking for ‘Distant Host
Counsellors’. If you are keen to be a District Host
Counsellor, and believe you may be suitable for the
task, or would like more details, please contact me
for further details.
It will not mean travelling to Bradford, although you
will develop a close contact with your peace fellow
and the group. Rotarian John Gisbey, (RC Sandwich),
is working on a current peace initiative to discover
what members and clubs can do to assist migrants in
the area, and he has details of the groups in Kent with
whom you can make contact. If you have a peacecentred programme you think may qualify for a District
Grant, these are currently available. A form is available
on the RGBI web site. John Gisbey - International
Service Team member john.gisbey@gmail.com Francis
Hodge – International Service and Peace Lead
(francis@ph-ld.net)

Vineyard raises £5000
for Homeless
One of Eastbourne’s best kept secrets on the wine
lover’s map was the venue for a weekend event
of vineyard tours and wine tasting raising more
than £2,500 for The Rotary Club of Eastbourne’s
Homes for Homeless project.
Southdown Housing Association is working in
partnership with the club and its matched funding
pledge boosted the amount raised to more than
£5,000 Vineyard owner Bob Hamblyn, a member of
the Rotary Club, came up with the idea to raise funds
and increase local awareness of the club’s £400,000
project to provide four homes for Eastbourne’s
homeless people
.
The event coincided with the first public launch of
wines from the boutique half acre Compton Combe
Vineyard which nestles under the downs behind
Compton Drive and alongside the Royal Eastbourne
Golf Club.

on raising such an excellent sum from the tours, for
such a worthwhile project.‘
Grahame Cudlipp of Summerdown Road said; ‘Jennie
and I learnt a great deal and well done to the Rotary
Club for raising so much for a good cause.’
The club has so far raised £40,000 towards its target.
With match-funding from Southdown, this already
doubles the current total to £80,000.
Said Mr Hamblyn: “We still have a lot to do during the
next year to raise this money and need all the help we
can get. Details of the project and how to donate can
be found on the website www.homes-for-homeless.org

Rotarian Mr Hamblyn related how the vineyard was
acquired and planted on April 29, 2011, the day of
the Royal Wedding of Prince William and Catherine
Middleton. He explained the selection of varieties, and
challenges of growing cool climate grapes. A tour of
the winery and tasting of Pinot Noir, Chardonnay and
Bacchus wines followed.
Graham Smith of Uplands Road brought his family
along and said; ‘We had a very enjoyable and
informative afternoon. I congratulate the Rotary Club

Graham Smith and family

Annual World’s Biggest

Coffee Morning
EASTBOURNE AM Rotary Club once again
supported the annual World’s Biggest Coffee
Morning in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support .
Brewers very kindly hosted around 35 guests, including
Eastbourne MP Caroline Ansell, council leader David
Tutt and Mayor Pat Rodohan. Around £500 was raised.
Joint Club President David Barker said: “It was a great
breakfast, all due to the generosity of Brewers - what
great support they provide to the local community.
“Our members and friends also did a splendid job,
helping us raise a significant amount for this amazing
charity.“We have supported the World’s Biggest Coffee
Morning for many years now as a club, and we are very
proud to do so.”

RECYCLE YOUR
MOBILE PHONE
- HELP THE
HOMELESS
A few months ago,, the Rotary Club of Romney
Marsh invited representatives of Porchlight –
a Charity that helps homeless and vulnerable
people in our area - to give members an update
on its work.
One of the many things that members were concerned
to hear is that during the Covid 19 pandemic – and
partly because of it – homelessness has increased;
Porchlight is also assisting a large number of vulnerable
clients, including ones who have suffered domestic
abuse or modern slavery.
The Rotary Club gave a donation to help with
Porchlight’s work but more help is needed. It is now
also inviting donations of mobile phones to help the
charity. So, if you have a working mobile phone and
charger that you no longer use - it doesn’t need to be a
sophisticated Smartphone – will you donate it please?
All the club asks is that you delete any personal
information, remove the SIM card, take the phone to
one of the four drop off points listed below, and place
it in the Rotary Club’s collection box.
Porchlight is a local charity that helps people sleeping
rough, the homeless, and vulnerable,, including those
who have experienced domestic abuse or modern
slavery - and finds them accommodation.
Once in temporary accommodation Porchlight helps its
clients to work with a coach and access other services
available to them, through their local council, CAB,
mental health services, MIND, GP, Probation Officers,
Samaritans and others. It also helps them to make
homelessness applications, apply for universal credit,
set up utilities, etc.
A mobile phone is a vital device – a lifeline – for
Porchlight’s clients and is given, as a top priority,
to anyone sleeping rough, so that its outreach
workers can keep in contact, let them know when
accommodation has been found for them, and
establish a rapport with the client.

It not only enables the client to keep in touch – it
helps them to access other services, gives them some
sense of independence and identity, and helps them to
escape their current situation.
Drop off points, from which the mobile phones will
be regularly collected and delivered to Porchlight, are
situated at:
DYMCHURCH – The Ocean Inn, 2 High Street
LYDD – Lyons Department Store, Coronation Square
NEW ROMNEY – Reception desk of Romney Marsh
Community Hub, Sunflower House, Rolfe Lane
ST. MARY’S BAY – Foyer of St Mary’s Bay Village Hall,
Jefferstone Lane
Alternatively, you can make a donation via
www.romneymarshrotary.co.uk; and all donations
received in October and November will be allocated to
this Appeal.
Please note if you want to donate a phone but live
elsewhere, email twharrison5255@gmail.com

Join a Rotary project
in support of Demelza!
“Infection Control Meets Sustainability”
From 300,000 anti-bacterial wipes per annum to landfill
to 5 modern anti-bacterial dispenser “guns”, saving some £2,800 a year.
Demelza Hospice Care for Children has developed
a “modernising” project in the ultimate sum of
approximately £4,150, which would :
• Produce operating cost savings of some 		
£2,800 a year [economic benefit];
• Provide more thorough and longer lasting 		
anti-bacterial protection [health benefit], and

RC Beckenham has set the ball running, by committing
£800 from our 2021 Christmas Collections, and
applying for a £1,000 District Grant, which, if
successful, would provide a total of some £1,500
towards the project. Our District Grant Application is
strictly for “items specified in the Application”, and not
for the generality of “Demelza”.

• Prevent some 300,000 anti-bacterial wipes a year
being disposed to landfill [environmental benefit].

(Closing date for current District Grant
applications is 13 September!).

The ideal is for 5 “guns” [3 Sittingbourne; 2 Eltham].
The minimum considered viable is 3 “guns”
[2 Sittingbourne; 1 Eltham] {£2,950 inc first year fluid
cost – but reduced benefits}. The new system enables
high recycling, such as for the bulk fluid containers.

If other Clubs wish to participate and/or to know more
For full information – please contact Peter White, PP RC
Beckenham, at peter.white90@ntlworld.com

Demelza would obtain all items, as it obtains NHS
discounts by ordering through an NHS Trust.
The envisaged timescale is for Demelza to obtain the
equipment February/March 2022.

If “Rotary” provides insufficient funding,
Demelza would seek funding from others
and/or from own resources – LET’S MAKE
IT A FULLY ROTARY PROJECT!

Hailsham Rotarians return to
fellowship and Community Service
Looking for a new venue since the closure of
Blackstock Farm, the club has now visited three
sites. All but one member has remained since
before lockdown communicating by Zoom and
now enjoying face to face meeting once more.

Since meeting together at the end of July as lockdown
lifted Hailsham Club have been busy both in the local
community and internationally.
Two shelter boxes were donated for relief in Haiti
£1000 donated via their German contact club Olpe
Biggesee near Cologne towards the enormous task of
tackling the flooding estimated to take 18 months.
Their former President had a relative rescued from a
flooded care home.
£500 donated via Eastbourne A.M. Club to sponsor
two local children attending the SASBAH Breakaway
club for disabled children.

President John Nuttall with President Elect Rosemary Mullen

A BBQ held in President John’s garden raised over £200
in donations towards his charities for this year Children
with Cancer and Brain Tumour Trust.
The following week 25 five members and associates
visited Kew Gardens for an amazing day out.

President John presenting a Club Service award to Jane Price
in recognition of her long -term collection of rubbish around
Hailsham. Jane in her late 80s is the widow of Roger a
departed member.

Would you like to be part of one of the World’s largest
charity organisation?
We would be pleased to hear from anyone who
might like to be involved our future activities include
marshalling at the Beachy Head Marathon, a Charitable
Golf Day, Christmas Sleigh street collection.

President John presenting a certificate celebrating 60 years
membership to Rotarian Maurice Polley phf.

Please contact our secretary Keith Mullen 07453
411147 or email keithpastures@icloud.com for
more information.

message from
Jean Shrubb
Youth service
lead 2021/2
Firstly, a big thank you for all your support.
For this edition I’ve focused on the Youth
Competitions and RYLA
All the information packs, posters and entry forms for
the youth competitions are now online at:
https://www.rotarygbi.org/projects/young-people/
competitions/ There will be no national face to face
finals again this year but that doesn’t stop us doing
District and Regional finals. There are no changes
to Young Chef, Young Musician or Youth Speaks-A
Debate from last year.
The theme for Young Artist and Young Photographer
is “Colours of Nature”. Last year RIBI changed the
Young Photographer guidelines mid-year. This year, our
lead on this competition, Chas Bedford, has decided
that the original portfolio of three images can still be
submitted for District judging with the judges selecting
one of the images from the winning portfolio in
each age category for the National finals. Each Club
can decide how they would prefer the entries to be
submitted for local judging but will need to be sent
digitally to our District judges. More information on
request regarding techy bits!
The theme for Young Film Maker and Young writer is
“Environment”. All entries at local level need to have
been judged with the two top entries in each age
category and each competition sent to the District lead
by 14th February 2022. More details in future editions.”
The next Rotary Young Leaders Award (RYLA) will
be held at The Bowls Centre just outside Tunbridge
Wells from Friday 1st April till Sunday 3rd April 2022
so please start thinking about any young people
between the age of 14 and 18 that would like to take
this opportunity and have fun. For further information
please contact Scott Reeves at Faversham Rotary Club.
I did run a seminar on 7th August and for those who
couldn’t attend it the link is:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jaw0BFNBrPtGZNUbDp
LvGywc1IAwR37u
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mKnKQpXQGBrBSugAk
EsVKHQcKc6rLNjk

All the images on this page are Rotary Youth
Competitions Winners 2021.

Annual Breakaway Weekend
EASTBOURNE AM Rotary Club staged its annual Breakaway weekend at the end of September.
It works with SASBAH - The Sussex Association for Spina Bifida and Hydrocephalus - on the project. It’s a weekend
away for 25 people with disabilities or extra needs. Rotary funds the majority of the weekend.
Rom Sanglaji is CEO of SASBAH and also a
Rotarian. He said: “Members of the SASBAH
really needed this weekend after the
challenges of Covid. “Breakaway is a great
partnership between Rotary and a charity,
making a real difference to people’s
young lives.”
The weekend away was at Lodge Hill near
Pulborough in West Sussex. Activities
included abseiling, on the zip wire and other
very challenging activities.

“Your” Rotary Foundation
Christmas Cards
As last year, Impress Publishing are generously
making cards available to us with the proceeds
going to Polio.
To start the order process, please email Bill Terris,
bill@impresspublishing.co.uk with your contact details
and club name asking for the link to the online Rotary
Christmas card collection. There is a choice of over 750
designs and you can add your own club information. The
minimum order is 50 packs of 10, per design ordered.

Polio
None of you need reminding that this is our
flagship project and something where we can
leave a lasting legacy and make a massive
difference to the future lives of children and not
least eliminating the Global cost of vaccination.
The current pandemic has demonstrated that Polio,
like all infectious diseases, is only a plane ride away.
The difference with Polio is that we are on the cusp of
eradication, with only two cases of the wild polio virus
this calendar year, one in Pakistan the other
in Afghanistan.
However, to achieve eradication, we need to maintain
vaccinations for at least another three years before the
WHO will sign it off as eradicated.

Global Scholars
At this time, we are welcoming the 2021/22
intake of Global Scholars and this year our clubs
are hosting 10 of them, all being overflow from
London District.
The Scholars are all studying for a master’s degree in
one of Rotary’s seven Areas of Focus. Working with
these young people is a real privilege, as previous
“hosting” clubs will testify.
We are hoping to have all our Scholars at District
Conference who will appear on stage on the Sunday
morning please take this opportunity to meet them.
Foundation will also have a stand in the “exhibition hall”

To do this, we need your ongoing contributions which
can be uplifted by 25% with Gift Aid and trebled with
the Gates Foundation.
We have fought long and hard to get to this point
please do not let down all those that have gone before
us, and more importantly the children of the world, by
dropping the ball at this stage.
Speaker Colin Powell an
End Polio Now Ambassador,
will be speaking to us on a
District speaker slot on 19th
October at 7:30 pm.
You can join the Zoom
meeting from the following
link https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/89777514874?pwd=aEVKQ3JjS2ZHdnVsbEM5YW
g4YktrZz09 Meeting ID: 897 7751 4874
Passcode: 12345

Nico Presley

Loren Schmidt

Sanne Roeven

Samantha
Schoenberger

Takumi
Kobayashi

Isadora Gott

Club Talk
I am available to give club talk which gives a
simple overview of The Rotary Foundation and its
programmes please contact me at
raydixon1066@gmail.com
Ray Dixon DRFC 1120

New group raises
over £1,300 on
first main event
New for 2021 group Gravesham with Ebbsfleet
Rotary has raised over £1,300 from its first main
public event.
First President Mark Underwood is a musician and
teacher and so promoted a concert as the first fundraiser.
With his flute and pianist Simon Howcroft, they had
a standing ovation from an audience of 100 for their
evening of popular classical and traditional music in the
setting of St John the Baptist Church at Meopham.
The local PHAB (Physically Handicapped and Able
Bodied) group and other Rotary supported charities will
be helped.

Zoom to
Holland!
ORPINGTON Satellite Club was approached by
Bromley Community Links with regards to a
younger relative of a Dutch family still residing in
Holland.
They were trying to arrange for his very elderly grandfather
and family, also residing in Holland, to be able to “see and
speak” with their equally elderly relatives living in Bromley
as they thought they may not have much longer to chat.
Brenda Parsons and Glenn Robinson from Orpington
Satellite liaised with the younger family member by email
and arranged to visit the elderly family members at home
in Bromley and set up a Zoom meeting.
This enabled the whole family to hold a zoom meeting
together thus enabling them to see and speak to each
other after not seeing each other for approximately
twelve years.

Rotary Young
Artist Junior
competition
Anushka Sharp, a pupil at St Augustine’s Roman
Catholic Primary School, Hythe, won the local
Rotary Young Artist Junior competition and was
runner-up in the Regional competition.
The theme was “Wild Nature” and Anushka produced
an outstanding painting of a hedgehog.
Sadly, she had to be presented with her prizes outdoors,
away from the school, because of Covid restrictions.
Fortunately, matters have now changed and
Headteacher Mrs Nicola Clarke arranged for Anushka
to be presented with her now framed winning entry
and prize certificates at school assembly.
David Jarvis of Folkestone Channel Rotary Club (which
organised the competition) made the presentation.
Collen Hill of Hythe Rotary Club, which has links with
the school, also attended.

Next year’s
Governor for
District 1120.
I am David Lister, District Governor Elect (DGE),
very much looking forward to the opportunity to
serve you as leader of 1120 for the Rotary year
commencing 1st July 2022. You will hear more
than enough from me in the months leading up to
me taking office, but in the meantime, DG Chris
has asked that I introduce myself in this second
issue of the District Magazine.
The photo here will be relevant for only a short time,
as there are plans for a shearing on stage at our district
conference on Sunday 24th October - World Polio Day.
I thought I should give you a little insight in what
preparation is required of candidates prior to
assumption of District Leadership, and the following
is a summary of what I said at the District Council
meeting on 23rd September.
Rotary International sets quite rigorous training
objectives for approximate 600 DGEs around the
world. I have been subjected to an 18 month period
of mandatory training, consisting of various on line
training modules in the RI Learning Center (sic) and
regular Zoom training sessions with the other 24
RotaryGB&I DGEs.
My recent intensive few days in Prague for DGEs of all
European Districts was putting this training to good use
in further personal development. It was largely based
in seminar rooms with facilitators leading sessions on
various topics, asking questions designed to encourage
open discussion. I am pleased to report that this
has given me more confidence in tackling this very
important role in Rotary.
Zoom meetings with my fellow DGEs continue, as
well as the final DG stage of courses on the Learning
Centre. My next formal gathering will be the
International Assembly in the US in January. Attendance
is compulsory for all incoming DGs, and without this, I
will be barred from taking office.
I give you all this detail to demonstrate that RI take the
appointment of District Governors very seriously, and
each of us required to achieve certain standards in our

training to be able to serve as district leaders. I’d
like you to know that I have embraced this
training programme.
Having held several district positions in recent times, I
already had a good understanding of what lay in store
for us in the coming years, and I’m pleased to say that
I do not envisage any significant change in our aims for
the next Rotary year. As far as D1120 is concerned, I
expect to be able to build on what we are achieving in
the current year.
I hope you will find me approachable, so please make
contact with me at the Eastbourne conference later
this month. I will be circulating. Also please feel free to
email me with any thoughts or concerns you
might have.
Yours in Rotary service, David.
Davidlister7@live.co.uk

SOVEREIGN Harbour Rotarians
having fun at their Cockney Night
The club meets weekly on Tuesday evenings in Eastbourne.
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